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LECTURES ON THE SHORTER CATE- 
CHISM OF THE WESTMINSTER AS-~- 
SEMBLY OF DIVINES—ADDRESSED 
TO YOUTH. 


LECTURE XL. 


The subject of the present lec- 
ture is the second commandment, 
which is—* Thou shalt not make 
unto thee any graven image, or any 
likeness of any thing that is in hea- 
ven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or thatisin the water under 
the earth: thou shalt not bow down 
thyself to them, nor worship them ; 
for I the Lord thy God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fa- 
thers upon children, unto the third 
and fourth generation of them that 
hate me; and showing mercy unto 
thousands of them that love me and 
keep my commandments.” 

This precept of the decalogue, 
although found in the Vulgate trans- 
lation of the Holy Scriptures, which 
the church of Rome holds to be of 
higher authority than the Hebrew 
original itself, is, notwithstanding, 
excluded by the rulers of that church 
from all their popular books of devo- 
tion ; and to make the number of the 
command ments ten, the last is divi- 
ded into two parts. What more pal- 
pable evidence could there be, of a 
consciousness that a part of their 
worship is in direct hostility with 
the moral law of God, than this 
fraud of withholding a part of that 
law, as laid down in their own ver- 
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sion of the Bible, from the view of 
the people, many of whom never 
know even of its existence. No 
wonder that the Pope should be hos- 
tile to Bible societies, and to the 
unrestricted possession and perusal 
of the Sacred Scriptures. 

The difference between the first 
and second precept of the revealed 
moral code, ought to be distinctly 
noted. You will observe then, that 
the first commandment relates to 
the object of worship, and the se- 
cond to the mode or manner of that 
worship; the first forbids the wor- 
ship of any other than the true God, 
the second forbids the worshipping 
even of the true God by the use of 
images, or any other visible symbols ; 
the first impliedly reqnires all right 
worship of Jehovah, the second pro- 
hibits all thatis even circumstantially 
wrong in his worship. Thus careful 
has our Creator been to preserve the 
purity of the homage which is due 
to him from his creatures, by giving 
two commandments, and these form- 
ing the first and fundamental part 
of his moral system, the one relat- 
ing to the nature, the other to the 
expression, of the worship and ser- 
vice which he requires: and this 
has been done with perfect proprie- 
ty, because genuine reverence, love 
and obedience, to the Sovereign of 
the universe, are the first of all 
moral duties and the proper foun- 
dation of every other; and be- 


cause there is, in corrupt human 
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nature, a strong and awful propen- 
sity to refuse what is due to God, 
and to pollute and degrade his wor- 
ship by human inventions. 

Having thus shown the difference 
between the first and second com- 
mandment, let us nuw a little more 
particularly consider, according to 
the statement of our Catechism,— 
I, What the second commandment 
requires; 1. What it forbids; ILI. 
The reasons by which its observ- 
ance is justified and enforced. 

I. « The second commandment re- 
quireth the receiving, observing and 
keeping pure and entire, all such 
religious worship and ordinances as 
God hath appointed in his word.” 

That we may have a clear under- 
standing of the requisitions here 
specified, we must first place dis- 
tinctly in view, “ the religious wor- 
ship and ordinances which God has 
appointed in his word,” since these 
are the objects to which the require- 


ments mentioned in the answer re- . 


late. ‘ Religious worship,” says 
an excellent expositor of our Cate- 
chism,* “is that homage and re- 
spect we owe to a gracious God, as 
a God of infinite perfection; where- 
by we profess subjection’ to, and 
confidence in him, as our God in 
Christ, for the supply of all our 
wants; and ascribe the praise and 
glory that is due to him, as our 
chief good and only happiness.” 
“O come,” says the holy Psalmist, 
“Jet us worship and bow down; let 
us kneel before the Lord our Maker; 
for he is our God, and we are the 
people of his pasture and the sheep 
of his hand.” | 

« The ordinances which God has 
appointed in his word,” and through 
several of which, religious worship 
is to be offered to him, are accu- 
rately stated in our Larger Cate- 
chism to be—* prayer and thanks- 
giving in the name of Christ; the 
reading, preaching and hearing of 
the word; the administration and 
receiving of the sacraments; church 
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government and discipline; the mi- 
nistry and maintenance thereof; re- 
ligious fasting; swearing by the 
name of God; and vowing to him.’’ 
The nature of these ordinances I 
shall have occasion particularly to 
explain, if spared to lecture on a 
subsequent part of the catechism. 
In the mean time, their general na- 
ture has been made known to you 
by education and reading, sufficient- 
ly to enable you to understand what 
I shall say, in showing that they 
are to be “received, observed, and 
kept pure and entire.” 

1. The worship and ordinances 
which God hath appointed in his 
word are to be received; that is, we 
are to take them simply on the au- 
thority of God, as he has delivered 
them to us in the oracles of truth, 
without cavilling or objecting to 
any of them, on account of our not 
seeing in what manner they are fit- 
ted todo us good. There has al- 
ways been a strong disposition to 
this cavilling spirit, ever since the 
transgression of our first mother, 
when she yielded to the suggestion 
of Satan that she would not be in- 
jured, but benefited, by violating 
the ordinance of God, in eating 
the fruit of the interdicted tree 
in the Garden of Eden. Naaman 
the Syrian, you may remember, 
was, in like manner, for a time, 
a caviller of the same description. 
When directed to go and wash in 
the river Jordan, for the cure of his 
leprosy, (instead of receiving that 
cure in a way which his proud mind 
had led him to conceive would be 
the most suitable) he, at first, indig- 
nantly refused to comply with the 

rescription. “Are not,” said he 
in anger—* are not Abana and Phar- 
par, rivers of Damascus, better than 
all the waters of Israel, may I 
not wash in them and be clean?’ 
In the use, doubtless, of habitual 
bathing, he did not see how wash- 
ing, in whatever manner applied, 
was to remove the leprosy; and if 
it might possibly produce that ef- 
fect, he thought the streams of his 
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own country were, for that purpose, 
far preferable to the waters of the 
Jordan. He however received no 
healing, till he yielded to the kind 
solicitations of attendants wiser 
than himself, and strictly complied 
with the divine prescription, as an- 
nounced by the prophet of Jehovah; 
and then, immediately, his cure was 
complete. Now, my young friends, 
there are those in our days, and 
within our own observation, who 
make objections to the ordinances 
and appointments of God, in the 
very spirit of transgressing Eve and 
angry Naaman. What use, say they, 
can there be in prayer, since God 
knows and is willing to supply all 
our wants? What advantage can 
there be in baptizing infants with 
water, and in eating bread and 
drinking wine, in remembrance of 
Christ? Cannot you devote your 
children te God, and remember 
Christ, as well without these exter- 
nal rites as with them? What pos- 
sible benefit can be derived from 
fasting? Can abstinence from food 
be pleasing to the God who gave it, 
or a refusal tempefately to gratify 
the bodily appetites, be helpful to the 
soul? Thus, my dear youth, I might 
go through the whole of the ordi- 
nances of God which have been 
enumerated, and state objections 
that may be made, and have been 
made, to every one of them. But 
the specimen I have given you must 
suffice—And now hear and remem- 
ber my reply. To the objections 
that have just been mentioned, and 
to all of a similar kind, satisfactory 
answers may be made, and have 
often been actually made, in a de- 
tail of reason and argument. But 
is it not enough—lI ask you, to put 
the inquiry candidly and closely to 
your own minds—is it not enough, 
and should it not always be esteemed 
enough to satisfy any rational crea- 
ture, to know that his Creator, infi- 
nitely wise and good, has made an 
appointment, or instituted an ordi- 
nance, for the benefit of his obe- 
dient offspring? What though the 






shortsighted creature cannot see in 
what manner he is to receive benefit 
from the appointment of his Maker? 
ought he not to be perfectly satis- 
fied that there is a good reason for 
it, and that benefit will result from 
regarding it, since it comes from 
the wisest and best, the most pow- 
erful and faithful of all beings? 
Nay, is it unreasonable to suppose 
that our heavenly Father may leave 
some things which he requires, with- 
out a full explanation, at least for a 
time, on purpose to see if we have 
faith enough to trust him barely on 
his word? Did he not adopt this 
method of procedure with Abraham, 
and honour him as the father of the 
faithful, for his implicit obedience? 
Did not our Saviour say to Peter, 
in reference to one appointment, 
« What I do thou knowest not now, 
but thou shalt know hereafter ?” 
And when Peter absolutely refused 
compliance, did not our Lord say 
to him—*“ If I wash thee not, thou 
hast no part with me?” You can- 
not fail, if you reflect, to answer 
these interrogatories so as fully and 
freely to admit, that when God 
speaks, it is infinitely reasonable 
for us inimediately to obey, whether 
we do, or do not, see the grounds 
or reasons of his command. We 
may be assured that the best of rea- 
sons exist for all that he requires, 
although for the present we do not 
perceive them. I do not indeed 
dissuade you from endeavouring to 
understand, as far as you can, the 
nature and design of all the ap- 
pointments and ordinances of God. 
You ought to do this: and you 
ought, by all means, to examine 
well whether institutions which 
claim to be divine ordinances, ap- 
pear to be such by the unerring 
word of God; but as soon as this is 
apparent, on a careful and candid 
examination-—as soon as you see 
a “thus saith the Lord” for an ap- 
pointment, then you have the best 
of all possible reasons, in the known 
character of God, for an immediate 
compliance. With prompt and un- 
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reserved obedience, therefore, re- 
ceive every ordinance, which ap- 
pears from the revealed will of God 
to have him for its author. 

2. We are not only to receive 
the ordinances of God, but to ob- 
serve them. It is one thing to ac- 
knowledge or admit an institution 
to be of divine appointment, and 
another practically to treat it as 
such. How many are there, for ex- 
ample, who admit that the sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper is an or- 
dinance of our blessed Saviour, in- 
stituted in the most affecting cir- 
cumstances, and for the most im- 
portant purposes, and intended for 
perpetual observance in his church 
—and yet, year after year passes 
away, without their coming to this 
sacrament, or feeling much uneasi- 
ness on account of their neglect. 
Far be it from me, my young friends, 
to urge you toa rash or unprepared 
approach to the table of the Lord. 


But would to God that both you, 
and all who receive the messages of 


the gospel, might be made to feel 
most sensibly that the command, 
* Do this in remembrance of me,’’ 
is binding upon you; and that you 
are chargeable with a guilty neglect, 
so long as a cordial obedience to this 
command is not rendered. But I 
specify this neglect at present, only 
because it is a common one, and 
therefore well adapted to illustrate 
the general subject. Recollect the 
enumeration of the ordinances of 
religious worship, given in the first 
part of this lecture, and remember 
that you are bound to observe them 
all—That every one of them was 
given by their divine author to be 
used; that no one of them can be 
set aside or neglected, without a 
practical and criminal disregard to 
a divine institution; ina word, that 
the conscientious observanee of them 
all, at the times and seasons proper 
for them severally, is a duty so- 
lemnly binding on all who bear the 
Christian name. 

$. The ordinances of God’s wor- 
ship are to be kept pure. All mere- 
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ly human additions to the institu- 
tions of the Most High, are a usur- 
pation of his prerogative; they are 
a reflection on his wisdom and 
goodness, as if what he has done or 
commanded could be improved, or 
have some deficiencies supplied by 
man’s sagacity. To this there has 
been a wonderful proneness in every 
age of the church. A very large part 
of all the corruptions of the wor- 
ship of God that have ever debased 
and dishonoured it, has proceeded 
from this cause. ‘To this origin may 
be traced all the will worship of the 
Romish church, and all “ teaching 
for doctrines the commandments of 
men,’ and all that admixture of hu- 
man inventions with divine appoint- 
ments, which still exist in churches 
less corrupt than that of Rome. 
God’s work is perfect, and all that 
we presumptuously add to it is an 
impurity which he abhors. 

4. The worship and ordinances 
of the Lord are to be kept entire— 
As we are to add nothing to them, 
so we are to subtract nothing from 
them. Entireness in the observance 
of divine ordinances is obligatory 
both on churches and individuals; 
and yet it is too often violated by 
both. Discipline, for example, is 
an ordinance which God has ap- 
pointed in the order of his house, 
and for the benefit of all who be- 
long to the household of faith: and 
when the church neglects disci- 

line—and she does often neglect 
it even in the grossest manner— 
she most criminally disregards one 
of the ordinances of her Lord and 
head—She does not keep those or- 
dinances entire. In like manner, 
when an individual Christian per- 
mits one duty to displace another, 
or gives such an attention to cer- 
tain duties as almost wholly to ne- 
glect others, he does not keep the 
ordinances of his God entire. It is 
a high commendation which the 
word of inspiration bestows on Za- 
charias and his wife Elizabeth, 
when it tells us that “they were 
both righteous before God, walking 
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in att the ordinances and com- 
mandments of the Lord blameless.’’ 
This it is which at once adorns 
and promotes religion—silences its 
enemies, encourages its friends, and 
fills with the sweetest consolations 
of divine grace, those who exhibit 
this lovely example of entireness, in 
their observance of all God’s ordi- 
nances, 
(7'o be continued.) 


a 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE, 


MEMOIR OF THE REV. JAMES H. 
STUART. 


The subject of the following obi- 
tuary reminiscences was the child 
of James and Martha Stuart, of the 
city of Philadelphia; born on the 
24th of April, A. D. 1803, and de- 
voted, by the prayers of his pious 
parents, to the work of the Chris- 
tian ministry, from the very day in 
which God gave them this only son. 
Far was it, however, from their 
thoughts and desires, that the fond 
partialities of a father, and mere 
education for the sacred office, 
should be considered a sufficient 
passport to it. Well they knew, 
that except a man become the sub- 
ject of that great spiritual revolu- 
tion in all the moral operations of 
the soul, which is figuratively called 
the new birth, he cannot be a Chris- 
tian in the sight of his Maker, much 
less a truly Christian minister. 
They determined, nevertheless, to 
seek the grace of God for their 
child, and felt persuaded that it was 
not presumption to expect from Him 
whose glory it is to hear and an- 
swer prayer, the gift of his Holy 
Spirit in his renewing influences ; 
that by the washing symbolized in 
baptism he might attain to purity of 
heart. 

With a view to his future useful- 
ness in the church, he was well 
taught the rudiments of the arts and 
sciences in this city, and subse- 
quently entered the college of New 
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Jersey. During his residence in 
Nassau Hall, he experienced the 
power of godliness, and made a 
profession of experimental ac- 
quaintance with Christianity. This 
circumstance peculiarly endeared 
the academic groves to him; and 
we need not wonder to find him 
writing in his missionary journal, 
while in the state of Indiana, “The 
loveliness of the heavens and the 
balmy air produce sensations alto- 
gether indescribable, and associa- 
tions correspondent. They were 
very pleasant, but nota little tinged 
with melancholy. The days of 
former years rolled over my soul, 
and while [ felt happy I could 
scarcely refrain from tears. 1 was 
transported to those delicious days 
which I passed in College. I felt 
that if it were possible, | would 
gladly live them over again. Hap- 
py juvenile days, free from care 
and sorrow !” 

Having graduated at Nassau 
Hall, our young friend spent one 
year in this city, in the study of 
the Hebrew language, under the 
tuition of that distinguished lin- 
guist, the Rev. Dr. Banks, of the 
Associate church; and of mental 
science and theology, under the di- 
rection of his pastor. To each of 
these instructors he appeared to be 
a student of unusual promise; and 
to acquire knowledge with more 
than common facility. 

His next scene of study was in 
the Theological Seminary at Prince- 
ton, New Jersey, in which he con- 
tinued for the space of two years 
and six months, rsepected and be- 
loved both by the professors and 
students of that important school of 
the prophets. 

In April, 1825, Mr. Stuart was 
licensed to preach the gospel by the 
Presbytery of Philadelphia, and in 
October following commenced a 
missionary tour of duty in the State 
of Ohio and Indiana. A few brief 
extracts from his private journal, 
written while engaged in that ser- 
vice, will exhibit something of his 
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humility, godly jealousy over him- 
self, and desire to build up the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom. Under date of 
Nov. 12th, 1825, he thus writes: 
“Are my labours here of any uset 
This is a question I can scarcely 
venture to answer. I pray that if 
1 am not permitted to see any good 
results, others may, when I leave 
this place. May the Lord raise 
with power the seed sown in much 
weakness. I go through my work 
so mechanically, with so little real 
zeal and delight in it, that I fear I 
am not qualified for a missionary. 
Am I daily addressing immortal 
souls! Why do I not with tears 
and entreaties pursue them, until 
Christ is formed in them the hope 
of glory? Give me, Lord Jesus, 
apostolick ardour and faithfulness, 
and deign to accept of my poor, 
worthless labours in thy cause.” 

On Monday, Nov. 14th, he rode 
17 miles to fulfil an appointment, 
which a brother clergyman was to 
have made for him, and was hurt to 
find, on his arrival, that he had ne- 
glected to give notice to the people. 
“The hamlet,” he says, “contains 
nine or ten families: information 
was soon given to them, and toa 
few in the neighbourhood. I preach- 
ed at the house of Mr. V ,a 
Baptist, the only one in the place: 
the rest of the people being New 
Lights and Nothingists, whose light 
is darkness. A goodly number 
were present, and appeared to feel 
considerably. It was the most com- 
fortable meeting that I have enjoy- 
ed in this State. A Presbyterian 
preached in the house of a Baptist, 
with a Methodist exhorter on his 
left, and a New Light clerk:— 
strange conjunction truly; I hope 
not disastrous. New Lights are 
quite numerous in this settlement. 
lam somewhat in the dark as to 
their real opinions, as they have no 
church standards. Like some other 
wise men of our day, they have re- 
jected all confessions of faith, as old 
wives’ tales.” 

Under date of Nov. 16th, at Ur- 
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bana, in Ohio, he thus writes: “This 
day was spent in visiting several 
families in town. My visits are 
thankfully received, but do not ap- 
a to produce much impression. 

endeavour to speak the truth, but 
in a mild and affectionate manner. 
Harshness, I am persuaded, defeats 
its own purpose. If it sometimes 
alarms, it always enrages. The 
soft and pliant mood of the soul is 
most favourable for receiving in- 
struction and admonition. This 
should not be disturbed by a harsh 
and abrupt address. If I gain the 
person’s confidence, I may say with 
effect what at first would have been 
met with a violent repulsion of feel- 
ing. If I did not hope that the Holy 
Spirit, who has heretofore rendered 
my conversation in some cases the 
means of conviction, would accom- 
pany my present labours, I should 
abandon them in despair. I find it 
a difficult matter to interest myself 
so much for strangers, as to address 
them with earnestness and affection. 
Oh! for more of that expansive love 
which ought to animate the heart 
of a Christian minister ;—that will 
cause me to regard every one whom 
I meet as a brother, the redemption 
of whose soul is precious—worth a 
whole life of laborious exertion. 
Jesus wept over the city of his ene- 
mies who had rejected him, and 
shall I mot weep over a city of 
friends, who have received me as a 
prophet, coming in the name of the 
Lord r”’ 

The next day he visited a few fa- 
milies, and was for the first time 
treated with rudeness. “If the 
truth excites bad feeling,” he re- 
marked, “although told without de- 
signing to provoke, I am content to 
bear it.” On the evening of the 
same day he “attended a prayer 
meeting at the house of Mrs. P——. 
I had looked forward,”’ he conti- 
nues, “to this meeting with anxious 
solicitude, determined that nothing 
should be wanting on my part to 
establish it on a permanent basis. 
To effect this, it was necessary to 
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obtain assistance from two or three 
at least of the professors of religion. 
One I had confidently expected to 
be present on this occasion. I was 
overwhelmed with the disappoint- 
ment: all my hopes of continuing 
the meeting seemed to be pros- 
trated, and i was ready to give it 
up in despair. The small number 
of people present was also discou- 
raging. I however spoke on prayer, 
and appointed a meeting at Mr. 
’s, next Thursday evening. 
I hope it will yet succeed, and that 
those whose gifts are competent to 
edify the people will not be deterred 
by a boyish bashfulness, that they 
themselves confess to be a wretched 
apology. A prayer meeting here is 
desirable. No congregation can 
flourish without one. Christians 
without this means may be said to 
vegetate but scarcely to live.” 

On the 20th of November he 
preached in the house of Mr. C . 
a lawyer, and made the following 
remarks :-— I fear there was more 
of J. S. glorified, than Christ cruci- 
fied, in one of my discourses. Pride 
of human learning, if [ am‘not very 
watchful against it, will shipwreck 
my usefulness. Let me be simple 
as a child in unfolding the truth— 
not aiming to dazzle with rhetoric 
—with the words which man’s wis- 
dom teacheth, but to edify with the 
words which the Holy Ghost teach- 
eth.” 

On Thursday, the 24th of No- 
vember, he wrete thus: “ Attended 
the prayer meeting which I had ap- 
pointed at Mr. V——’s. ‘This was 
a truly delightful meeting to me, 
and I believe to all present. My 
doubts relative to the establishment 
of a permanent prayer meeting all 
vanished; and [ experienced an 
exhilaration that was a perfect con- 
trast to my feelings last Thursday 
evening. The Spirit of the Lord 
appeared in very deed present, 
smiling upon our undertaking, and 
promising success. All those who 
last week shrunk appalled from the 
duty of publick prayer, now lent 











their assistance, as might have been 
expected, with much fear and trem- 
bling but I am persuaded they had 
much reason to say the Lord was 
better to them than their fears. 
The meeting was very solemn and 
interesting; and the complaint from 
some that it was too short, although 
over an hour and a half long, proved 
that it was good to be there.” 

On the 13th of December, 1825, 
he penned the following humble ex- 
pressions concerning himself: “ The 
number of hearers was small, but 
they were attentive and solemn. I 
fear that I have not yet succeeded 
in attaining to the proper method 
of preaching. In aiming at cor- 
rectness, [ perhaps adopt a style 
beyond the capacity of the people. 
Perhaps, alas! there is a want of 
unction and apparent earnestness. 
1 know indeed that I do not feel 
that travail of soul of which St. 
Paul speaks. While I humbly hope 
that I have been called to the work 
of the ministry, still I am sure that 
I am greatly deficient in apostolick 
devotedness and fidelity. Self is 
too prominent an object in all my 
exertions. Lord Jesus, endow th 
unworthy servant with that com- 
passion for souls, that supreme love 
for thy service, without which his 
preaching will be entirely in vain.” 

Dec. 14. “The country is so new 
that no places have been erected for 
publick worship by any society of 
Christians. Even in R , the 
room occupied as a church is a cold 
bleak cabin, that will not contain 
more than twenty-five or thirty 
persons. We who have come from 
the East must, in relation to many 
things,bring down our loftythoughts, 
and completely banish from our 
minds the lingering recollection of 
what we have left behind. We are 
on the Lord’s business, and self- 
gratification is often to be sacrificed 
on the altar of duty. The respect 
of the people, and the sincerity of 
their every effort to accommodate, 
have rendered me very happy, and 
I can truly say, that I have not 
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once regretted my having left my 

dearest friends, nor once felt a dis- 

a to complain of the little 
ardships [ have met with.” 

Dec. 30.—* Rode 12 miles, and in 
the evening wrote half a sermon, on 
the right improvement of time. I 
find it bad policy to procrastinate 
such business to the last hour. I 
shall scarcely have time to finish it, 
and then shall be obliged (oh! ne- 
fas!) to read it. ‘So teach us to 
number our days that we may apply 
our hearts unto wisdom.’ ” 

The next day he rode 14 miles 
and preached; after which he thus 
wrote:—“Oh! when shall I see 
some effect produced upon my hear- 
ers. The fault must be in a great 
measure with myself. Were Il more 
anxious to commend the truth to 
their hearts and consciences, and 
less to exhibit my own abilities, I 
might expect more success in 
 esearo, 4 The anointing of the 

oly One, I fear, is wanting in a 
— measure. Set thy seal, O 

ord, to thy own great commission. 
Make thy word quick and power- 
ful, discriminative and cvercive, 
upon the hearts of sinners. This 
evening finished the sermon on 
time, and determined to read it to- 
morrow evening. A discourse ap- 
propriate to the occasion of the new 
year, is expected and needed; but 
should I read it in the morning, so 
strong is prejudice, that it might 
deter many from coming out in the 
evening.” 

“Lord’s day, Jan. 1, 1826.—This 
is the first day of the new year. 
The dutfes called for are retrospec- 
tion and self-examination, with re- 
pentance, such as these should in- 
duce. I desire to bewail my un- 
profitableness during the last year, 
and resolve, by divine assistance, 
to be more diligent for the future. 
I would gratefully acknowledge 
past mercies, and beg a continuance 
of them, with others, such as I need, 
and grace to improve them to the 
glory of God. In the evening I 
read my discourse on Psalm xe. 129, 


‘So teach us,’ &c. It was gene- 
rally well received, in spite of the 
an yd prejudice (foolish in degree, 

ut I am persuaded founded in na- 
ture,) against the practice of read- 
ing.” 

5 Jan. 4th—Spent the day in 
reading. An opportunity of this 
kind I gladly embrace, whenever it 
presents itself. Leisure and mate- 
rials for reading or writing, are 
rarely afforded. This is one of the 
grievous disadvantages with which 
missionaries have to contend. My 
ignorance, after all the advantages 
heretofore enjoyed, often makes me 
ashamed. Much is expected from 
a clergyman, especially a Princeto- 
nian: if this expectation is not an- 
swered, whatever be the eminence 
of his piety, he receives but little 
deference, especially from men of 
intelligence.”’ 

Few young men, very few li- 
centiates, it is to be feared, have 
the deep felt sense of their own un- 
worthiness and insufficiency, which 
the preceding extracts evince. It 
usually appertains to older minis- 
ters of the gospel to be thus afraid 
of preaching themselves; and thus 
solicitous to be useful. But the 
subject of these remarks was unu- 
sually ripe for one of his years; and 
he may be presented, in the faint 
sketch above drawn by himself, as a 
pattern for our young missionaries 
to the new settlements in our coun- 
try. Let them learn from him to 
be thankful, when they meet with 
kind attentions altogether beyond 
their deserts, instead of uttering 
doleful complaints about the hard- 
ships experienced in their travels. 
It was his intention to have return- 
ed to Urbana, and to have spent his 
days there, or in some western con- 
gregation; and for this purpose he 
received ordination from the Pres- 
bytery of Philadelphia, in the au- 
tumn of 1826. 

He seems always to have been 
predisposed to inlasmmatiry rheu- 
matism. He experienced some se- 
vere attacks from it during his mis- 
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sion, and before he could start on 
a return. The state of his health 
made him proceed slowly after he 
set his face a second time to the 
west; and although the people of 
Urbana long waited for him with af- 
fectionate solicitude, yet Providence 
finally located him in Kishacoquillas 
Valley, in Pennsylvania, in which he 
became pastor of two large and re- 
spectable congregations. His bodily 
infirmities, it is believed, had a pro- 
curing influence in his settlement; 
for they were such as to render much 
exposure to the weather hazardous, 
and a situation at no great distance 
from his relatives desirable. No pru- 
dence, however, could save him from 
what would seem to human wisdom 
an untimely death. He served the 
flocks over which he was made a 
bishop with great fidelity for about 
two years, and with very encouraging 
success. Considerable numbers were 
added to the church during his mi- 
nistry ; and he secured the respect 
and confidence, not only of his pa- 
rishioners, but of all his brethren in 
the sacred office. The writer often 
heard them say, “Send us such young 
men for our vacant churches as Mr. 
Stuart, and they will soon support 
themselves.” 

The last sickness of this beloved 
servant of Christ was a quick con- 
sumption, resulting from a bilious 
fever, exposure by a cold ride in the 
rain after preaching, when his health 
was but partially restored, and the 
return of a violent rheumatic affec- 
tion. He was confined to his bed for 
about three weeks before his decease; 
and suffered the most excruciating 
pains, without a murmur; and with- 
out the least expectation of relief but 
by death. Fully aware of his situa- 
tion, he spent his time in prayer, in 


hearing read some of Watts’ Hymns, - 


Clarke on the Promises, and princi- 
pally the Bible; and in persuading 
his near relatives, by every argu- 
ment, to submit to the will of God 
in taking him away. Those passages 
of the sacred Scriptures which most 
clearly present the blessed Saviour 
of sinners in all his work of media- 
Vou. VIL—Ch. Adv. 


tion, were his chief delight; and he 
would frequently comment on them, 
as they were read, in glowing strains. 
He desired those who prayed with 
him to ask of God, that he might have 
patience and submission, and dying 
grace, which should enable him to 
exclaim in his last moments, Come, 
Lord Jesus, come quickly. He ap- 
peared to be swallowed up in grati- 
tude to God for his goodness to him- 
self, of whom he had the most lowly 
estimate. He had done, he thought, 
nothing as he ought to have done it; 
but when his voice failed, he express- 
ed in whispers his earnest desire to 
speak of the preciousness of Jesus; 
and hear, in return, of the hope which 
there is in him for so vile a sinner as 
himself. Clouds, he said, sometimes 
obscured the Saviour’s countenance, 
but, if he did not deceive himself, he 
could generally realize the Sun of 
Righteousness shining upon his soul. 

On the last night of his earthly 
pilgrimage, as he drew near his end, 
he called all who were present to 
him, and calmly bade all, especially 
his wife and sister, an affectionate 
farewell. Last he called for his infant 
son, kissed him, and committed him, 
with his mother and aunt, to the 
Lord. His sister, at his desire, read 
a part of the 119th Psalm, beginning 
with, “ Wherewithal shall a young 
man cleanse his way,” which he said 
was “so applicable.” He then en- 
gaged in earnest prayer, and desired 
his friends to pray, that the Saviour’s 
countenance might shine upon him 
as he passed through the dark val- 
ley. To the question of his wife, “If 
he did not feel that he was going to 
Jesus?” he replied, “Yes: never to 
leave him: [ commit my all to him.” 
He then said he was in great pain; 
but added, “Come, Lord Jesus, come 
quickly.” Again he prayed, to be 
kept from the tempter, and said, 
“The Master calleth for me, and 
shall I say, No?” tse prayed that he 
might be enabled to cast himself en- 
tirely into the hands of the Saviour ; 
and evidently having dweltin thought 
on some passage of sacred writ, he 
remarked, “Rest! how sweet is that 
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thought!” While in the agonies of 
dissolution he repeated these favour- 
ite lines; 


“ Jesus, lover of my soul, 

Let me to thy bosom fly; 

While the billows near me roll, 
While the tempest still is high! 
Hide me, O my Saviour, hide, 
Till the storm of life is past; 
Safe into the haven guide ; 

O receive my soul at last !” 


His lips moved while his wife and 
sister held his cold hands: again he 
said, “Come, Lord Jesus, come quick- 
ly;” and when he could whisper no 
more, he raised his hand to heaven, 
and expired, February 27th, 1829, 
aged 25 years and 10 months. 

The removal of such a youthful 
minister is a severe loss, not only to 
his youthful companion and little 
son, and other weeping relatives, but 
to the Presbyterian church of which 
he was a minister; for few preach- 
ers of his years possess better men- 
tal furniture than he did, for eminent 
usefulness. Hlis discernment was 


clear, his judgment sound, his taste 
good, and his style of writing per- 


spicuous. He was well skilled in 
Hebrew, Latin and Greek; was an 
excellent biblical critic, a sound com- 
mon sense metaphysician, and a tho- 
rough, evangelical divine. His voice 
was clear, his manner of speaking 
natural, his manners affable, and his 
piety ardent. 

Surely, the removal of such a young 
minister, when labourers are greatly 
needed by us, is a correction from 
God; but the Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away: blessed be 
the name of the Lord. I shall close 
this memoir by an extract from one 
of his sermons, which may now be 
considered as addressed to us from 
his grave. 

“ Are dear friends leaving you and 
roing toheaven? You need not mourn 
for them as those that have no hope. 
Cling the more closely and affection- 
ately to that Friend who will never 
leave thee nor forsake thee. He who 
can say, When my father and my 
mother forsake me, the Lord will 
take me up, has indeed a treasure of 
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happiness beyond all price. Tarry a 
little longer, until it is your Lord’s 
pleasure to take you from this his 
antichamber to his glorious presence. 
Soon the Master will come and call 
for thee. Sweetly mayest thou then 
say, ‘Come, Lord Jesus, come quick- 
ly” ‘Thou mayest then peacefully lay 
thy head upon thy pillow, and fall 
asleep. And when the last trump 
shall sound, thy vile body shall be 
raised beautiful, immortal, like the 
body of thine eaalted Redeemer; and 
then shalt thou go to be ever with the 
Lord. Amen.” 

The following letter to the father 
of the Rev. Mr. Stoart, on hearing 
the report of his death, will, we are 
cure, be perused by our readers with 
interest, and we would fain hope, not 
without profit. 

Trenton, March 14, 1829. 

My Dear Sir, —The injunction of 
the Scriptures, “Thine own friend, 
aud thy father’s frie.d forget thou 
not,” seems to me to be peculiarly 
applicable to a case where this friend 
is sorrowing under the chastising rod 
of the Almighty. It is but a few days 
since I heard the solemn and pain- 
ful inteiligence that my dear friend 
James Stuert had departed this life. 
And alihough the tidiags have not 
yet reached me in any authentic 
shape, yet from recent accounts I 
have too much reason to believe that 
they are true. And now, my dear 
sir, you are called to know the bit- 
terness of mourning for a first-born 
son. May our merciful Father in 
heaven abundantly sanctify to you, 
and your dear partner in affliction, 
this severe and mysterious dispensa- 
tion! I know how useless to a trou- 
bled spirit are the ordinary themes 
of condolence, and that “the heart 
knoweth his own bitterness ;” yet 
that gospel which teaches us to “weep 
with those that weep,” enjoins it up- 
on me to seek, if possible, to speak a 
word in season to him that is weary. 
You have been long a scholar in that 
school of experience, which [am on- 
ly entering, and you know already 
every argument of consolation which 
a truly sympathizing heart would 
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lead me to suggest; yet these di- 
vine truths are ever new, “ where- 
fore I will not be negligent to put 
you in remembrance of these things, 
though ye know them, and be esta- 
blished in the present truth,”—and 
“to stir you up by putting you in 
remembrance.” 

The dear son whom you have lost 
(soon, I trust, to find him again at 
the right hand of God) was, as you 
know, one of my earliest and most 
esteemed friends. Similarity of tastes 
and pursuits united us; and this 
friendship was cemented by the great 
subject of our eternal salvation, which 
took possession of our minds about 
the same time. We corresponded 
after leaving college, and were much 
together in the Theological Seminary, 
where we were class-mates. I still 
retain the letters both in Latin and 
English, which are the memorials of 
my departed brother. And now how 
delightful is it to me to be able to 
say, with so much confidence, that he 
was indeed one for whom it was gain 
to die! Few of our brethren were as 
free from all reproach, few were more 
earnestly desirous of making those 
attainments which might be for the 
edification of the body of Christ. No 
young man within the circle of my 
acquaintance, seemed to me so much 
to have observed the caution of the 
Apostle “Let no man despise thy 
youth.” 

But now he is removed out of our 
sight. Happy are those parents, even 
in bereavement, who sorrow not as 
those who have no hope! Happier 
still, if they have some good confi- 
dence in their own acceptance! 
Though our Master has “removed 
the desire of your eyes at a stroke,” 
I doubt not you remember that He 
has only taken back his loan, and 
can say with Job, “The Lord gave,” 
&c. And although this affliction for 
the present is not joyous, but griev- 
ous, yet the word of God, I do be- 
lieve, will be so applied to you, as 
to cause it to work for you the peace- 
able fruits of righteousness. Yes, 
“blessed is the man whom thou chas- 
tenest, and instructest him out of thy 





law.” ‘The law and the testimony— 
these are the fountains of comfort; 
and you have been too long in the 
school of Christ, not to know that 
the word of God is never sweeter 
than when we are in the valley of 
humiliation; and that there is never 
more spiritual nourishment in our 
great passover, than when it is re- 
ceived with the bitter herbs of afflic- 
tion and repentance. 

But if I know your heart, my dear 
Sir, your desire is not merely to know 
how you may be comforted, but how 
you may be edified under this chas- 
tisement. You are ready to say, 
“ What does this mean? What does 
my master intend to teach me by this 
stroker” And here you will suffer 
one who is unworthy to handle so 
great a theme, to say, that it does 
look as if God intended, before he 
removed you out of this world, to 
crucify vour affections to all earthly 
enjoyments. 

How much meaning there is in 
those verses of Watts—* The fond- 
ness of a creature’s love,” &c. Does 
not your soul go forth more towards 
that higher and happier world, when 
you bear in mind that the dear object 
of so many affections, has gone before 
you? We are still upon the broad and 
stormy sea, but dear James bas been 
brought to his desired haven: we 
talk of Christ, but he sees him; we 
behold through a glass, darkly, but 
he, face to face. O! that we may all 
set our affections more and more up- 
on things above. It is my heart’s 
desire and prayer that our kind Mas- 
ter and Father, may bind up the bro- 
ken hearts of yourself, your partner, 
and your dear children. And may he 
especially bless Catharine Ann, in 
her new and important relation. He 
will be the God of the widow and 
the fatherless. My love most siscere- 
ly to Mrs. Stuart and all your family. 

Yours in the love of the Gospel, 


James. W. ALEXANDER. 


P.S. You have already learned 
that I am settled in Trenton. Where 
is an encouraging externe! attend- 
ance at all our meetings, but no- 
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thing of a special nature, which it 
would be interesting for you to hear. 
J. W. A. 


———— 


ON FREE-WILL. 


(Concluded from page 155.) 


Men, in their sinful state, were 
dead as to the knowledge and the 
moral perfections of God. The Holy 
Scriptures teach us this, the history 
of all ancient ages, and the present 
state of nations who know not the 
gospel, yield confirmation of it. They 
were neither able, nor willing, of 
themselves, to know and serve God. 
That they might be otherwise cir- 
cumstanced, it was necessary that 
God should reveal himself to them, 
in order that he might “ work in them 
both to will and to do.” He “works 
in them to will,” by dissipating the 
darkness, prejudices, vain pretexts, 
and false reasonings, which obscure 
our feeble understanding; by impo- 
sing silence upon our passions, and 
by a sweet and holy persuasion, turn- 
ing our will from evil, and directing 
it to good. He “works in them to 
do,” by coming to the aid of those 
who are “willing to come to him for 
life,” by sustaining, conducting, and 
drawing them to himself by the Spi- 
rit of grace, power, and sanctification, 
through whom he renders them vic- 
torious over their own flesh, the 
world, and death; and by conferring 
upon them freely the crown of a 
blessed immortality. In this manner 
the divine Sun of righteousness, by 
his pure light, illuminates those who 
“walk in the valley of the shadow of 
death,” and enlivens them by the be- 
nign influence of his beams. Thus, 
the Spirit of Christ restores in man 
the image of God, which sin had ef- 
faced. Being liberated from the law 
of sin, we are made truly free. 
“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty.” Redeemed from the 
power of Satan, we obtain the right 
“to be sons of God,” and the power 
to call him “Father.” As we all die 
in Adam, so we are made alive in 
Jesus Christ. 
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Meanwhile, we repel the calumny 
of those who accuse us of teaching 
that man is forced, in spite of him- 
self, to do good, by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. On the contrary, we 
teach that Christians are made free 
by the pure gift of God, that they 
“choose the good part” without con- 
straint, and that they forsake all to 
follow the Saviour, because they 
“know that he has the words of eter- 
nal life; because they believe and 
know that he is the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.” They are “a will- 
ing people to God ;” to obey him is 
their joy. They speak and act as 
those who are to be judged by the 
law of liberty. 

What individual, now, will tell us, 
whether man is able to enlighten his 
own mind, change his heart, break 
the bands of sin, extricate himself 
from death, and be at peace with 
God, by the natural powers of his 
own free will? Until he reply to us, 
they who know “the gift of God,” 
will beara perpetual testimony tohim, 
that they had no good thing in their 
heart before they knew that gift, and 
that they have atu received of his 
infinite mercy. They who will not 
receive of him, accept his grace, trust 
in his promises, and be guided by his 
word, with the humility of little chil- 
dren, remain in their obduracy, in the 
death of sin; “they are condemned 
already.” 

With the confession of the Swiss 
churches, we further observe, that 
liberty is not perfect in the regene- 
rate ; that, on the contrary, it is weak 
in them, on account of the unhappy 
remains of the old man which God 
leaves in them, to render them con- 
tinually sensible of their weakness, 
and that oor may not boast of the 
liberty which they have received, as 
if they had not received it. So long 
as we are in this world, which is un- 
der the curse on account of sin, “the 
flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the 
Spirit against the flesh, so that we 
cannot do the things that we would.” 
But we know that “all things are 
possible to them that believe,” and 
that “this is the victory over the 
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world, even our faith” If we watch 
over ourselves, we shall not fall into 
the snares of the “roaring lion, who 
incessantly roams around us, seek- 
ing whom he may devour;” and if 
we continually implore the help of 
our heavenly Father, he will invest 
us with divine armour, (Eph. vi. 15, 
18,) and render us “more than con- 
querors.” 

It may be asked, on the subject of 
original sin, why the children of the 
regenerate are not born with dispo- 
sitions to good, rather than to evil? 
“Of the righteous baptized person, 
(says Augustine,) the unrighteous is 
born. The foreskin which was taken 
away in circumcision, was found in 
the children of the circumcised. 
Chaff, which is separated from grain, 
by the art and labour of man, is ne- 
vertheless still found to envelope the 
grain, produced from that which had 
been cleaned. As the seed of a wild 
olive produces a wild olive, and the 
seed of the genuine and cultivated 
olive produces still but a wild olive; 
so, as well of the flesh of the right- 
eous as of the sinner, a sinner is pro- 
duced.”* 

The Roman Catholics also say to 
us, If we be deprived of liberty to 
do good, why do the Scriptures con- 
tain so many commands and exhort- 
ations? Here is the answer which 
Andrew Rivett makes them: “These 
exhortations are either addressed to 
unregenerate man or to believers. If 
to the latter, we deny not that they 
have the liberty of doing good, with 
the assistance of the Spirit of the 
Lord, and so exhortations are profit- 
able to them. If to the former, we 
say that it is not a vain or absurd 
thing to urge a debtor to the pay- 
ment of what he owes, although he 
may not have the good will to pay, 
or even the power to doit. If we 
have forgotten our debt to God, if 
we are unacquainted with our want 
of power to pay it, the Scripture 
makes us sensible of it; and if we 


* Treatise on Merits, b. iii. c. 8; Trea- 
tise of Marriage, b. xvii. c. 19. 


{Summary of Controversies, Tract Tl. 
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have not wherewith to pay, it shows 
us where we may find a surety, a 
Saviour, who will bestow riches upon 
us freely. And to those who remain 
in their perverseness, it shows that 
God does them no wrong in punish- 
ing them, or in making them pay in 
sufferings, what they owe, since they 
have been rendered insolvent through 
the bad conduct of their father, ap- 
proved of and persisted in by them.” 


- Prosper replies to Cassian, a semi- 


pelagian, who made him the same 
objection: “These things are com- 
manded, that man, by the divine pre- 
cepts, may be informed of the good 
which he has received, know what 
by his own fault he has lost, and be 
sensible that the demand which is 
made upon him is not unjust; and 
so relinquishing ‘the letter which 
killeth,’ that he may have recourse 
to ‘the spirit which giveth life,’ and 
seek in grace the power which he has 
not found in nature. If he do so, he 
will find that this [the command of 
God in Scripture] is a great mercy 
of the Lord; and if he do not, he 
will experience that there is a just 
punishment of sin.” In a word, by 
such exhortations, as by useful in- 
struments, God works in his faithful 
people, doing in them what he com- 
mands ; he answers internally, by the 
operation of his Spirit, to the exhort- 
ation which he makes externally by 
his word. 

They bring still as an objection 
against us, this passage of Augustine, 
(De Verb. apost. serm. 17.) “ Hie that 
without thy aid created thee, with- 
out thy aid shall not save thee ;” that 
is to say, they add, without free will. 
We reply, that we have strong rea- 
son to believe that this passage is 
corrupted ; for in several ancient co- 
pies it reads, “He that without thy 
aid created thee, without thy aid shall 
he not save thee >” 

To conclude, let it be well attend- 
ed to, that if ever so little be conce- 
ded to the power of man, upon the 
same principle much may be conce- 
ded, and we may even make the child 
of Adam the author of his own sal- 
vation. Then we render useless the 
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Notes of a 


grace of God, the sacrifice of Christ, 
and revelation itself. Let the punish- 
ment of those proud men be remem- 
bered, whoattempted to build atower, 
whose top should reach the heavens, 
and who were confounded in the au- 


Traveller. May, 
dacity of their presumptuous enter- 
prise. “No one,” said our Lord, “can 
come to me, except my Father, who 
hath sent me, draw him—Draw us, O 
Lord, and we will run after thee!” 
Amen. 





- — 
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NOTES OF A TRAVELLER. 
( Continued from p. 166.) 


April 28th.—At Sea. 

After experiencing favourable 
winds so far, and having now run 
about half the distance of our voy- 
age, an almost perfect calm has 
so completely arrested us, that we 
are scarcely making half a knot an 
hour. 

We have a very good library on 
board, belonging to the captain; and 
upon examining it, I found that it 
contained many valuable and inter- 
esting works. I had alsoa good sup- 
ply of books of my own, and “pleased 
myself with the prospect of the 
hours which I should revel away in 
feasts of literature.” My hours of 
study were systematically appoint- 
ed: my friend Dr. G. and myself 
were to recite French to each other 
every day—for we expected to pass 
a considerable portion of our time 
in France before we returned—I 
had poetry, and narrative, which I 
supposed would amuse my mind 
in any possible mood. But all my 
schemes for study and literary en- 
joyment I have found were vain— 
Except skimming over a few pages 
in a magazine, or dipping here and 
there into a guide book to the places 
I expected soon to visit, I may 
say I have read nothing; and as far 
as I can perceive, every passen- 
ger on board is in the same pre- 
dicament. If there be such a thing 
as an “aching void,” go to sea as 
a gentleman, or as a person who 
has nothing to do, and you will feel 
it. The “ tranquil bosom of a sum- 
mer sea”’ is, I assure you, beautiful 
only in poetry. In the language of 


an intimate friend, I was almost 
tempted to exclaim— 

“ Better to hang on icy shrouds, 

When billows dash against the clouds, 

Than in mid ocean's waste to lie 

Becalmed, beneath a sunny sky.” 

During our present calm weather, 
I have employed myself in watch- 
ing and obtaining some molluscous 
animals, which are constantly float- 
ing by us. Those taken were a 
species of the ianthina and velella; 
they are beautiful, often exhibiting 
the colours of the rainbow. In the 
evening a favourable breeze sprung 
up, and carried us again on our 
course. 

29th—You must not be sur- 
prised that | commence my daily 
notices with the state of the wind, 
for it is by far the most interesting 
circumstance which occurs at sea 
—a ship in sight, or a water-spout 
at a distance, cannot compare with 
it. The first question you ask the 
servant when he comes into your 
room in the morning is, “ Which 
way is the wind?” and then “ How 
many knots an hourr’’ These are 
also the last inquiries before going 
to bed. Our servant, Charles, was 
however but little to be depended 
upon in these matters; for his ge- 
neral reply in all cases was, “ She 
keeps her course, sir.” A strong, 
propitious wind, which blew all 
night, still drives us to our des- 
tined port, which we shall proba- 
bly make in ten or twelve days. 
The sea is quite smooth, except a 
few white tops of the small waves 
which ruffle it: it looks something 
like a vast cemetery, filled with 
marble tombs, and brings to my 
mind the lines of Young: 
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“No spot on earth but has supplied a 
rave, 

And human skulls the spacious ocean 
pave.” 


Our sick list has been gradually 
diminishing, and to-day we all as- 
sembled at our meals, except the 
ladies. One of them has not taken 
effectually, a particle of nourish- 
ment since she came on board, and 
I have beard of cases in which ab- 
stinence from food has been conti- 
nued, even as long as that which 
occurred in St. Paul’s voyage to 
Rome. The passage, however, re- 
ferring to this circumstance in the 
Acts, ought not to be taken lite- 
rally. 

30th.—Though we have been 
sailing a considerable part of our 
voyage under close-reefed topsails, 
the sea frequently coming in at the 
scuppers on both sides of the ship, 
the weather appears now to have 
settled into a more mild condition. 
From the noise which the live ani- 
mals we have on board produce, 
when one first awakes in the morn- 
ing, he might almost fancy himself 
in the country near a farm-yard— 
for the crowing of cocks, the cack- 
ling of geese, and the quacking of 
ducks, to say nothing of our sheep 
and the cow, always salute our ears 
at the dawning of day. 

May Ist.—The first morning of 
this romantic month has opened 
upon us in beauty. Oh how I wish 
I were in England at this season of 
holiday pastime, to see the Queen 
of May of some rural spot, crowned 
with flowers by her joyous asso- 
ciates, and all gambolling together 
on the green—frolicks which have 
so often delighted my childhood in 
the reading. The wind is still fa- 
vourable. We passed an English 
brig about six o’clock, which is the 
sixth vessel we have as yet seen. 
In the afternoon the wind increased 
considerably, and continued blow- 
ing all night, so that scarcely any 
one of us could sleep, owing to the 
rocking and groaning of the ship. 

Before coming to sea, I had heard 


a great deal of the immense height 
of the waves; and the paintings 
which I had seen, representing a 
ship in a storm, also conveyed to 
my mind, that they were mountains 
high. The plunging of the ship 
from her giddy height, into dark 
and roaring caverns below—the 
noise, confusion and echoing of the 
waters—all this now appears to me 
the exaggeration, or the fiction, of 
a terrified fancy. From what I 
can learn from the sailors and 
the captain, I have seen a fair spe- 
cimen of a storm at sea in these 
latitudes; and though the waves 
foamed and raged with awful fury, 
I never saw them, I think, more 
than twenty-five or thirty feet high. 
The noise of the waters I do not 
think so loud or sublime, as that 
produced by the waves along the 
sea shore. There is enough that 
is really terrifick and appalling to a 
novice, in a heavy gale of wind, 
without exaggeration. ’ 

The vast expanse or boundless 
extent of the ocean, did not strike 
me, by any means, as so imposing 
and magnificent as I had antici- 
pated. If we except calm weather, 
the vision is generally confined by 
the waves, within quite a narrow 
circle; and during a calm, if the 
scene were calculated to produce 
sublime emotions, which I very 
much doubt, the mind is in no pro- 
per state to enjoy them: the con- 
cern then is, when and from what 
quarter of the compass will the 
wind spring up—By the way, you 
must not talk about the wind on 
such occasions, tor the sailors are 
really foolish enough to think that 
if you do, the wind will either not 
come at all, or if it does, that it 
will be unfavourable: you may 
whistle however for it, as much 
as you please, and the more the 
better. 

2d. and 3d.—These days passed 
very heavily along, the wind being 
almost dead ahead. It is very mor- 
tifying to be within six or eight 
days’ sail of our port, and thus to 
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be arrested by a calm or head 
winds. In spite of reason and re- 
ligion, the mind becomes ruffled 
and disturbed under these circum- 
stances. 

4th.—This is the second Sunday 
[ have passed on board, and I can 
truly say they have been no “ Sab- 
bath days to me.’’ My mind per- 
petually wanders, not only from se- 
rious, but from all other objects, on 
which [ attempt to fix it. I cannot 
think, or read, or write, or talk, or 
sleep, or eat, or walk, or do any 
thing else, here out of soundings, 
as I can on terra firma; and I now 
think, if I once get home, nothing 
can tempt me to cross the seas 
* again. 

This morning the wind changed 
in our favour. Upon going on 
deck I saw three or four large 
birds, like hawks, called by the 
sailors Boatswain birds, sailing 
round the masts of our ship. One of 
them fluttered for some time, peck- 
ing with his bill the very top of our 
mainmast, just as a humming-bird 
flutters about a flower; and this 
was done though we were going 
between eight and nine miles an 
hour. ‘The noise made by the bird 
pecking on the top of the mast, 
carried my mind back to the scenes 
of my childhood, when I used to 
wander alone through my native 
woods, when all was silent except 
now and then the noisy prattle of 
the Blue-jay and the Woodpecker, 
tapping some tall and decaying 
tree. If I know myself, I do not 
think I am apt to be lost in reve- 
ries of this kind; but somehow or 
other, the most trifling occurrence 
here at sea, will set me musing 
about home and the days of my 
youth. In the evening, the wind 
turned against us, so that we made 
little or no progress. 

5th.—This morning the mate, at 
our request, called Messrs R. and 
S. and myself, very early upon 
deck, to see the sun rise out of the 
waves. The rising of the sun is 
always an interesting object, but I 
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think ‘not more so at sea than in 
an open country situation: the only 
thing which struck me, as being at 
all peculiar, was his apparent near- 
ness: this I suppose must be occa- 
sioned by the absence of all other 
objects with which to compare its 
distance. We were all disappoint- 
ed, and duly resolved that for the 
future we would pass the hour of 
sunrise in our state-rooms, and not 
upon deck. The setting of the sun 
I have always thought produces a 
much more beauiiful effect upon 
the heavens, than he does at rising; 
the heaps of golden clouds reposing 
on the surface of the dark blue sea 
—the fantastic forms and gorgeous 
colours of different portions of the 
sky—and the long and _ brilliant 
track of light which is thrown over 
the waves, as he appears to sink 
beneath them, are certainly very 
fine; yet all the imagery of this 
beautiful picture, except the last 
trait, which is certainly the least 
impressive, may be enjoyed to 
more advantage on shore. Never 
shall I forget the glorious sunsets 
I have seen, when taking my even- 
ing walk in our spacious garden 
at P ; 

We are now in an almost perfect 
calm, the sea being as smooth as 
the still surface of a lake. We are 
therefore arrested in our progress, 
and begin to give up the hope of 
making a very short passage. Just 
as I had prepared some glass ves 
sels, hermetically sealed, to sink 
into the sea, in order to ascertain 
what effect the pressure of the wa- 
ter would have upon them, the 
wind sprung up, and thus disap- 
pointed us all. -This was pecu- 
liarly mortifying, as the wind was 
ahead. 

6th.—Still a slight head wind 
when it blows; the calm, however, 
predominates—producing a very 
unpleasant rolling of the ship, and 
a horrid flapping of the sails against 
the spars; the weather is neverthe- 
less pleasant. We are scarcely 
nearer our port of destination now, 
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than we were two days ago—By 
the way, a day at sea is always 
reckoned from twelve o’clock at 
noon of one day, till the noon of the 
next. If it were not that we have 
a good large ship, and most excel- 
lent provisions, | see not how any 
of us could get along in any tole- 
rable manner. Our larder appears 
inexhaustible; it is supplied with 
almost every thing: we have all 
kinds of poultry, even peacocks, to 
eat; young pigs, fresh veal, and di- 
vers other kinds of meat; wines, 
including the best Madeira, Cham- 
paigne, and all the choice French 
liquors; porter, ale, cider, ‘&c. &c. 
—these at the free call of every 
cabin passenger. After the ordi- 
nary dinner every day, we have, be- 
sides oranges and apples, raisins, 
figs, filberts, almonds, and other 
dried fruits: yet with all this, our 
dinner here is not half so palatable, 
as a plain one at home—the ship— 
the ship, spoils every thing. We 
often have to hold our soup plates 
in one hand up from the table, and 
the spoon in the other, and then, 
notwithstanding the utmost cau- 
tion, as much soup will sometimes 
get into your coat sleeve, or lap, or 
on the table, as into your mouth. 
The other day a fine pair of roast 
ducks, with gravy, boiled potatoes, 
and many other etceteras, were 
pitched, by a lee lurch, some feet 
from the table—But enough of this. 
I have been much disappointed in 
the phosphorescence of the sea; it 
is by no means so brilliant, or abun- 
dant, as I expected to find it. It 
presents two distinct appearances; 
the first, which is the most com- 
mon, is in little sparks, which re- 
semble a good deal the light of our 
fire-fly, though not quite so bril- 
liant; the other is like phosphores- 
cent oil, and seems to break out 
and float from the tops of the 
waves. Dr. Franklin states that 
the water in the Gulf stream does 
not phosphoresce; and some other 
writers say, that its waves appear 
to be wrapped in total darkness. 
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These remarks are certainly not 
correct in every case; for the water 
in the gulf, when we passed through 
it, seemed to give out as much light 
as that upon either side of it. It 
is well known, however, that this 
sea is much more luminous at one 
time than another; that the great- 
est quantity of light emitted is by 
the water out of the gulf, and that 
in tropical and southern regions 
the phosphorescence of the water 
is so brilliant as to enable a person 
to read a book by its light. The 
light given out by the sea has been 
accounted for in a variety of ways. 
I have no doubt it arises princi- 
pally from animal matter, both in 
a living and a decayed state. As 
I hope to have a better opportunity 
of observing this luminosity before 
we get to Liverpool, I shall say no- 
thing more on the subject at present. 

7th.—A dull and dead calm has 
completely arrested our progress; 
we have indeed advanced but little 
for the last two days. It being now 
a favourable time for my experi- 
ment on the pressure of the sea at 
great depths, the captain lent me 
his assistance to sink a number of 
bottles, and a hollow glass globe. 
The boat was lowered down from 
its place at the stern of the ship, 
and the captain, myself, and four 
men, rowed off about half a mile 
from the ship. From the boat our 
ship presented a most interesting 
appearance: all her sails were ex- 
posed, and her graceful motion on 
the surface of the waves produced 
in my mind a sublime emotion. 
She moved on the water “ like a 
thing of life.’ What a glorious 
monument of human invention, 
“that has triumphed over wind 
and wave—that has brought the 
ends of the earth into communion, 
and established an interchange of 
blessings—that has diffused light 
and knowledge and the charities of 
cultivated life, and has thus bound 
together those scattered portions 
of the human race, between which 
nature seemed to have thrown an 
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insurmountable barrier.” The bot- 
tles were sunk 230 fathoms; some 
of them were filled with water, the 
corks being apparently undisturb- 
ed ; some were crushed by the pres- 
sure, and some were unaffected ; 
the glass ball, which was the low- 
est on the line, came up without 
suffering any change.* 

In the afternoon we saw a log 
floating about half a mile from us, 
the captain and four men put off in 
the ship’s boat to reconnoitre it. 
They soon returned with an abun- 
dance of barnacles (Lepas anatifa) 
which were found adhering to it, 
and two fine fish, which were, cap- 
tured with a kind of gig; one of 
the fish weighed about five pounds. 
Whenever a large piece of wood is 
seen afloat at sea, fish are almost 
always found near it, and they are 
generally killed, for they cannot be 
frightened from it. They follow the 
log no doubt, for the barnacles, on 
which they feed. The fish that are 
thus found at sea, are probably un- 
willing wanderers through the de- 
serts of the ocean, being carried 
away by their appetite for the bar- 
nacles on the logs, to a returnless 
distance. We saw also, to-day, a 
large red molluscous animal in the 
water, about four feet long, of a red 
colour, it is called a Squid, or Se- 

id. 

8th.—The calm still continues, 
and the weather is delightful; two 
brigs passed us this morning; they 
were quite distant, and appeared 
like spectres slowly moving along 
the horizon. We ate at dinner to- 
day the large fish we took yester- 
day, and found it very good, and 
sufficient for the whole of our com- 
pany. I could not, as I was unable 
to determine «he species of fish, 
help thinking of the fatal repast 
before alluded to. This evening I 
amused myself with the stars, as it 


* For all the particulars relating to.this 
experiment, we refer those who may be 
curious on this subject, to the Literary 
and Philosophical Intelligence in the Sep- 
tember Number of the Advocate for 1823, 
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was a fine clear night. The differ- 
ence between the latitude here and 
at Philadelphia, places the Great 
Bear in the zenith; I was therefore 
a good deal interested in compar- 
ing the position of the constella- 
tions as they now stand, with that 
which was before familiar to me. 
Some of the ladies on board 1 found 
exceedingly apt in acquiring the 
names of the constellations, and in 
pointing out the most remarkable 
stars; after a few hours’ instruction, 
almost all the northern groups be- 
came familiar, even the golden 
chair of Cassiopcea could be dis- 
tinguished from the fair princess 
who reclined upon it. I little 
thought that I should so soon prove 
the truth of aremark in my Astrono- 
mical Recreations, that the know- 
ledge of the stars would afford new 
objects of interest to those who de- 
light in evening rambles, and would 
enable the mariner to pass away 
the night-watches with pleasure to 
himself, and with gratification to 
his friends. 

9th.—The weather is pleasant, 
though we still have but little or 
no wind. I am getting, I find, more 
reconciled to living at sea than I 
have yet been, but it is still horrid. 
A vessel hove in sight this evening, 
but we passed her, as we had done 
all the others we have seen, with- 
out hailing her. The captain seem- 
ed desirous to speak her, but a 
breeze springing up just as our 
signals were hoisted, we soon lost 
sight of each other. It is wonder- 
ful how acute the sight of an old 
sailor is upon the ocean; our first 
mate has often discovered a sail, 
or rather spar, just peeping above 
the horizon, which could not be 
seen even with the assistance of the 
telescope, by most of us on board. 

10th.—We shall make, perhaps, 
but little progress to-day, as we 
are nearly becalmed. We are only 
300 miles from Cape Clear, which 
is the nearest land, yet we shall not 
probably make it for many days. 
During the first eight days of our 
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passage, we sailed more than half 
the distance of our whole voyage, 
and it is a little trying to be kept 
here doing nothing, when my time 
is soprecious. I nevertheless endea- 
vour to be satisfied, knowing that 
all things and all occurrences, will 
be ordered aright. 

11th.—Another Sabbath is pass- 
ing over without, I fear, being pro- 
perly improved. 

12th.—This morning Iwas roused 
by the cry of “ sail ho!” Upon go- 
ing on deck I saw a Danish mer- 
chant ship just off our lee bow, with 
her national flag flying from one of 
her spars; the captain was prepar- 
ing to speak her, and when we weré 
side by side, and about 20 yards 
apart, a short dialogue ensued, be- 
tween the captains of both vessels, 
through their speaking trumpets, 
the most important part of which 
was, that their longitude and ours 
was almost identical. ‘The Danish 
ship was from Vera Cruz, and 
bound to Copenhagen. The whole 
of this transaction was by far the 
most interesting of any that I have 
witnessed at sea—whether it was 
approaching so near to a fine ship 
under full sail, or whether it was 
seeing human beings and hearing 
their voices, coming, as it were, 
from the bosom of the deep, I know 
not; but my blood thrilled through 
every vein. The former remarks 
made upon this subject are still 
correct, for the process of seeing a 
ship at sea is pretty much as fol- 
lows:—a passenger or officer on 
board inquires whether you see 
that ship, pointing in a particular 
direction; you answer no; he then 
endeavours to bring it into your 
view by remarking its position, in 
regard to certain of your own spars 
or rigging; you are still in doubt; 
he then hands you the telescope; 
and after much manceuvring and 
reconnoitring, you at last see 
something—this is called pass- 
ing a ship at sea—There is a 
strong breeze, but then it is dead 
ahead, and we have little prospect 


of seeing Cape Clear for some 
days, though only at the distance 
of 150 miles. 

14th.—Yesterday we weére be- 
calmed till towards evening, when 
a strong head wind carried us di- 
rectly south, and continued to blow 
all night—During the night the 
mate of the ship supposed we were 
just on a reef of rocks, as the water 
appeared white; but upon heaving 
the deep-sea-lead, soundings were 
obtained at about 120 fathoms. 
The white appearance of the water 
was then found to be occasioned by 
myriads of small fish, similar to 
those used for making anchovies. 
The sea air now, for the first time, 
has the same odour as that on 
shore. Last evening two swallows 
flew and chirped round the ship, 
driven I suppose by the wind from 
shore, and then probably lodged on 
our shrouds during the night. The 
wind being still ahead to-day, all 
hands of us seem dejected and irri- 
table. 

(To be continued.) 


—_ 
SPEECH IN THE GENERAL SYNOD OF 
ULSTER.——IRELAND. 


( Continued from p. 175.) 


There is one topic connected with this 
subject on which Mr. M. has been pecu- 
liarly impressive. He accuses us of “ at- 
tempting to ria on the rights of the 
people.” Thisisa fine topic for adeclama- 
tion; but it is quite unfit for an accusation 
against the Orthodox members of this Sy- 
nod. I trust I shall not be accused of unpar- 
donable egotism when I tell this house, that 
the onlyinstance in whichthe original rights 
of the people have yet been restored, was 
effected by myself, aided by my Orthodox 
friends, after many a hard and uncompro- 
mising contest for the ground, which was 
yielded to us only inch by inch—a case in 
which also we enlarged the privileges and 
opportunities of our Probationers, as well 
as restored the rights of our congrega- 
tions—I allude to the manner in which 
vacant congregations were formerly sup- 
plied with preaching. They were made 
the absolute monopoly of each Presby- 
tery. And in cases of Arian Presbyteries, 
with Arian Probationers, and some Ortho- 
dox vacancies, the people know full well 
how their religious interests were neglect- 
ed. Such congregations were compelled 
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to receive, from week to week, those very 
Arian Probationers, without the possibility 
of relief, till they could ask sume candi- 
date upon trial. After much contending, 
however, we have introduced a law where- 
by a vacant congregation may select the 
Probationers of any Presbytery for their 
supplies. By this means, the varied merits 
of our young preachers have a field of ex- 
ercise, and our people an unconfined op- 
portunity of making a selection of their 
minister.—This is no proof of our being 
adverse to the “rights of the people ;” 
and I hope we shall maintain them in pos- 
session of this right, in opposition to every 
effort by which its curtailment may be at- 
tempted. 

But Mr. M. says we will not allow the 
people to select, except from the favoured 
number sealed with our approbation. I 
totally and unequivocally deny the charge. 
I should certainly advise the people to 
choose from those we had approved—but 
if they did not take my advice, I should as 
certainly leave them to select where they 
pleased, But then, says Mr. M., you would 
not ordain. Certainly we would not. 
We leave the people to their freedom— 
but the people must leave us to our free- 
dom. They are not our serfs: we are not 
their thralls, ‘They owe us no allegiance 
beyond the bounds of their consciences ; 
we owe them no compliance beyond the 
limits of ours, But they would not get 
the royal endowment, says Mr. M., except 
they submitted to your authority. And 
why should they not? Does not the 
Presbytery of Antrim, which is Arian, en- 
joy the royalendowment? Is not the Sy- 
nod of Munster, which is nearly Arian and 
Socinian, even somewhat more liberally 
endowed? And should any of our con- 
gregations turn Arian, and contrary to our 
recommendation, make wilful choice of an 
Arian ministry, I wonder would either of 
those two bodies shut their doors against 
their entrance; or would we act so op- 
pressively as to refuse them permission to 
retire? [trust such an event may never 
occur; but if it did occur to-morrow, we 
should allow to the people the same liber- 
ty of choice which we ourselves enjoy. 
They are not bound to elect at our recom- 
mendation—we are not bound to ordain at 
their election. But as they are voluntary 
members of a voluntary association, they 
are at liberty to dissolve when they please 
a connexion which their will alone has 
formed, and to seek from others, those mi- 
nisters or ordinances which we may feel 
bound to refuse. 

As an instance of the different manner, 
in which different individuals view the 
same object, I may just notice, en passant, 
Mr. M.’s declaration, “ That by our atten- 
tion to polemic theology, we have turned 
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the current of public preaching into an im- 
proper channel.” Our young ministers, 
especially, he considers as forsaking prac- 
tical subjects, and bending their whole at- 
tention to doctrinal topics. I must ac- 
knowledge I seldom have the pleasure of 
hearing any of our young preachers; but, 
as often as I have had the opportunity, Mr. 
M.’s regret has been my joy. I delight 
to hear a young minister’s sermon rise 
above the grovelling puerilities of a mere 
essay on ethics, and aim at the sublime 
and glorious realities of a gospel sermon. 
“ Talk they of morals ; Oh, thou bleeding 
Love! the chief morality is love of thee !”* 
What is a merely moral sermon? I say 
it is a more polished mode of preaching 
the mere principles of condemnation, I 
could show you some of the finest moral 
essays in the universe—sermons, as they 
gre called—and yet they would not tell 
you, in a dozen volumes, how a poor sin- 
ner might be saved! If any man, how- 
ever, neglect Gospel morality, he is a 
“ workman that needeth to be ashamed ;” 
but, if any man neglect to preach “the 
Gospel of the grace of God”—to preach 
“Christ crucified”—to invite sinners to 
the “ blood that cleanseth, and that alone 
cleanseth, from all sin,”—he may preach 
ethics like a Socrates, or a Cicero, or a 
Seneca, and, after all, he may, like them, 
be a heathen, unacquainted with the first 
principles of the glorious Gospel of Christ. 
I rejoice to hear that some of our young 
ministers are taking a more elevated rank 
of subjects; and I would say unto’them, 
go on openly, and piously, and fearlessly 
—preach the whole truth, and God will 
be with you. 

Before I close the review of his argu- 
ments, I shall just advert, for a moment, 
to Mr, M.’s proposal of a conjoint publica- 
tion—one half Arian, the other half Ortho- 
dox, to be issued at common cost, and dis- 
tributed among our congregations. I had 
considered this as a kind of solemn jest; 
but Mr. M. declares he was in sober ear- 
nest. Well, upon the part of Mr. M. 
there.is the advantage of apparent cou- 
rage; in refusing the challenge, we may 
be suspected of cowardice. When, how- 
ever, I refuse it for myself, I trust the re- 
fusal proceeds not from fear, but from 
principle. My people I consider free to 
read what they please: I claim only the 
privilege of advising them to avoid what 
is wrong. But, upon Mr. M.’s plan, I 
must advise them to read what I believe to 
be erroneous. Nay, | must become the 
very agent, and pander to the perversion 
of my people’s principles, God hath 
given me a commission to preach the Gos- 
pel of his Son ; but he hath not given me 
& couimission to send them another Gospel. 
God hath given me a command, “ Rightly 





1829. 


to divide the word of truth; but God hath 
not given me a commission to commingle it 
with error. The Lord hath given me a 
commission to be “a fellow worker with 
God ;” but he hath not given me a commis- 
sion to lend a hand to other work. God 
hath been pleased to send me “to sow the 
seed of the word ;” but he hath not per- 
mitted me to uid in scattering the tares. 
Mr. M. is free from any coercive influence 
of mine to pursue his own courses; but 
he must not expect me to join him in a 
new and forbidden speculation, when I 
am seeking to dissolve the existing part- 
nership. 

There is one portion of Scripture, to 
which i would beg the attention of the 
house,.as the description of a true Church 
of Christ—and let any one compare it 
with Mr. M.’s plan of procedure—Eph. ii. 
20, “Built upon the foundation of Pro- 
phets and Apostles; Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone; in whom aii 
the building fitly framed together, groweth 
up a holy temple in the Lord.” Mr. M. 
proposes, that he and I shall build a tem- 
ple. Well, we are first to dispute about 
the nature of the foundation. We cannot, 
or we do not agree; so we must build 
without one, or let the temple remain un- 
reared. Well, now, we are to consider 


the materials of the building. I am en- 


gaged in polishing the marble columns ; 
Mr. M. pours upon them a corroding acid. 
The one lays down a course of ponderous 
stone; the other a course of “ wood, hay, 
stubble.” The walls being thus erected, 
and * daubed with untempered mortar,” 
we are next to roof the temple. Mr. M. 
brings beams of Arian fir; I prefer Cal- 
vinistic oak. We are to frame the mate- 
rials together. But the variety in their 
respective strengths and dimensions, 
strains and distorts the whole. Then we 
are to “frame them fitly together ;” yet 
we can agree, neither about mortice nor 
tenon; so we elevate a shapeless and un- 
substantial mass, without proportion, beau- 
ty, or durability. No wise master builder, 
Sir, would thus rear a house for man; and 
shall we thus unfitly attempt to raise up a 
temple for God! No; no, Sir. Mr. M. 
may retire to the “sublime scenery” of 
his favourite mountains, and build himself 
a castle among the eyries of the eagle. I 
shall advise him to choose a site less ele- 
vated. But, if he will not be advised, I 
will not become a co-partner in his habita- 
tion, But he will permit me to retire to 
some sheltered valley, where, far from the 
neighbourhood of the clouds and the 
howlings of the storm, I may build me a 
cottage, and feed the flock which the 
Chief Shepherd hath committed to my 
eare: that, when the Chief Shepherd may 
appear, | may render them back to him 
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unscathed by the enemy, and be acknow- 
ledged, in his mercy, “a good and faithful 
servant.” 

And this, Sir, reminds me of the mis- 
placed irony with which Mr. M. was 

leased to treat my allusion to “a uniform 
ivery.” Had Mr. M. pleased, he must 
have observed my phrase was, “ the uni- 
form livery of a regiment ;”—that livery, 
Sir, in which the heroes of England tri- 
umphed over all their foes ;—that livery 
of the King and Nation, which ennobles 
the Commoner and elevates the Prince. 
But, by a little “ rhetorical artifice,” which 
Mr, M.’s large acquaintance with the world 
enables him so dexterously to employ, he 
conjured up another scene from Aladdin, 
and capes, and pockets, and skirts, and 
Pantaloon and Harlequin passed before us ; 
as if the actual Harlequin himself had ap- 
peared upon the stage, with a synodical 
scene of pantomime, to relieve our cleri- 
cal drowsiness. I willingly yield to Mr. 
M. all the advantage derivable from this 
disagreeable word; but I would remind 
him, that had I even alluded to one of 
those useful individuals, to whose services 
we are indebted for so many of our com- 
forts, there was yet no cause for his reiter- 
ated sarcasms. Peter, has not refused, in 
his Second Epistle, i. 1, to style himself a 
servant and apostle of Jesus Christ. James 
(i. 1.) has described himself by the same 
humble title. Nay, 1 would tell Mr. M. 
that we all are but servants, and, even at 
the best, “unprofitable servants ;” and, 
should he still be disposed to derive one 
idea of ridicule from the title “ servant” — 
oh, I will remind him of one, “ who, being 
in the form of God, thought it not robbe- 
ry to be equal with God; but made him- 
self of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant.” 

In concluding my review of Mr. Mont- 
gomery’s arguments, it gives me pleasure 
to state, that on one point we are agreed. 
By an accommodation of Acts v. 38, to 
the subject of Arianism, he advises—*“ If 
this counsel be of men, it will come to 
nought; but if it be of God, ye cannot 
overthrow it, lest haply ye be found te 
fight against God.” Andupon this he ap- 
plies the advice by which it is introduced 
—** And now I say unto you, refrain from 
these men and let them alone.” And here 
our views of the subject are in perfect 
unison. After an earnest appeal, and so- 
lemn advice, to examine the Scriptures 
anew; and after earnest prayer that their 
eyes may be enlightened; if they still re- 
mained wedded to their erroneous opi- 
nions, I would “ refrain from these men, 1 
would let them alone.” ‘They bring to our 
house “ another Gospel,” and I would ne 
longer consider them as members of the 
family. 
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Why, then, it may be said, if such be 
my views, have I appeared as the-mover 
of the amended resolutions of this year, 
which do not contemplate separation of 
our present constituency, but merely go 
to erect a barrier against future inroads? 
I shall render to this house the reasons of 
any conduct. 

1. I do not think we have yet taken all 
the steps by which so momentous a mat- 
ter ought to be preceded. Our congre- 
gations have not been addressed ; our el- 
dership has not been sufficiently consult- 
ed; we have given no admonition; we 
have proclaimed no fast, as, in every reli- 
gious emergency, our Scottish forefathers 
would have done. Now, all these are 
measures I conceive absolutely pre-requi- 
site: therefore, until they shall have 
been attempted or taken, I do not conceive 
separation scriptural. 

2. Lsincerely declare, that I am not only 
open to conviction, but actually wishing to 
be convinced, that separation is unneces- 
sary. The man who attempts to reason 
me out of my present opinions, has, I must 
confess, an opponent prejudiced in his"fa- 
your. I hope, particularly, my friend Mr. 
Carlile will discuss the subject; and if he 
can convince me, from Scripture, that Trini. 
tarians, Arians, and Socinians, can form a 
scriptural Church, and cordially unite in li- 
censing and ordaining one another, 1 shall 
willingly resign my present views, and unite 
with him in preserving our present consti- 
tuency. But, as I have yet heard no argu- 
ment that convinces me of the propriety 
of remaining in our present “most admired 
disorder,” ! do hope that something new 
will be produced; and, above all things, 
that Scripture be fairly and fully examined, 
and shown to give most explicit testimony 
upon the subject, before 1 be expected to 
yield my judgment, or consent to the con- 
tinuance of a nominal union, that only 
proves how really we are disunited. 

3. I have rested for the present in the 
amended resolutions, because they are in 
accordance with the opinions of men, for 
whose opinions I entertain the highest re- 
spect. My own opinion is decidedly for se- 
paration of the opposing elements of this 
Body. Upon this point I most cordially con- 
cur with the opinions delivered by my ve- 
nerated friends, Messrs. Elder, Dill, &c., 
and by my young friends, Messrs. Barnett 
and Brown, &c. But when I see arrayed 
against us men, of whose orthodoxy I can 
entertain no doubt; men, of whose zeal I 
have seen most convincing proofs :—when 
I see my friends, Messrs. Horner, and 
Hanna, and Wright, and Morell, and Stew- 
art, and Reid, &c. &c. willing to go no far- 
ther than the present resolutions ;—and 
when I know that the opinion of Dr. 
Chalmers, whose name and praise are in 
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all the Churches, goes no farther—I must 
confess, that, in face of this array, it re- 
quires a man to have no little share of de- 
cision to hold his opinion without falter- 
ing. In face of it I do hesitate, but stil! 
my opinion is unchanged; yet I submit 
with deference, for a time, to the judg- 
ment of wiser and better men, that I may 
judge of the probable efficacy of their 
measures, by the result of a reasonable 
experiment. 

As the motion of which I now give no- 
tice contemplates a separation of this body, 
permit me to remove the impression de- 
rivable from the declaration of Dr. Wright, 
that there is “ no instance of separation to 
be found in the Scripture.” 1 would re- 
fer the Doctor to 1 Tim. i. 20, where he 
will find a decided example of separation 
upon doctrinal grounds. 1 will refer him 
to the general principle—Gal. i. 7, 8, 9, 
where the anathema of the Apostle, ac- 
cording to the discipline to which he re- 
ferred, clearly intimated separation from 
the body of the Church. And not until 
the Doctor has explained away my views 
of these texts, can I yield assent to his as- 
sertions, or surrender my ideas of the ne- 
cessity of a separation. 

Dr. Wright has also told us “ that sepa- 
ration has never done good.” The ex- 
perience of this Synod is a proof of the 
contrary. The Antrim Presbytery, was 
separated from this Synod ; and what has 
followed? Why we are told, all their con- 
gregations adhered to them, are now 
Arians, and lost to this Synod. Never 
was there a more palpable misstatement. 
The meeting-houses, no doubt, remained 
to the Arian ministers of Belfast; but the 
third congregation sprang up in the Sy- 
nod more populous than the other two. 
Newtownards, Holywood, Antrim, Larne, 
are examples to the same effect. One 
part of the people, no doubt, followed an 
Arian ministry. But generally, by much 
the more numerous portion, faithfully ad- 
hered to the Synod and Orthodoxy. Had 
not the Antrim Presbytery been separated 
from the Synod, perhaps one-tenth of the 
entire Presbyterian population of Ulster, 
had now, under their successors, been the 
followers of an Arian ministry.— Whereas, 
in general, their congregations are much 
less numerous than the Orthodox bodies 
which have adhered to the Synod. If 
Dr. Wright then admit that an Orthodox 
ministry is preferable to an Arian ministry, 
he will be compedled to acknowledge, by 
an appeal to fact, that separation has done 
extensive good in the General Synod of 
Ulster. 

By more than one member of this house 
we have been informed that any separa- 
tion would injure our “ importance,” and 
tend to weaken essentially the “ Presby- 
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terian interest.” I do not indeed compre-, 
hend what is meant by the “ Presbyterian 
interest.” If it signify our influence with 
the Government of the Country, experi- 
ence proves that Government have ever 
looked upon Arian and Orthodox with 
equal eye. Nor has the separation of the 
Secession Church from the Synod weaken- 
ed the “ Presbyteyian interest” in the eyes 
of Government, but rather seems to have 
given it an additional importance. But 1 
hope this cannot be what is meant by the 
“ Presbyterian interest ;” and if it be not, 
i know of no other “interest” a Church 
can have at heart, but the interest of Christ 
in the salvation of sinners. ‘That separa- 
tion would strengthen this “ interest,” I 
think, must be obvious to every observer. 
Between Arian and Orthodox, there is 
really no comrounion. Engaged in the 
same yoke, we are wasting our strength 
by pulling in opposite directions. But 
not only is communion dissolved between 
those opposing parties, but is it not near- 
ly, in effect, dissolved between the Ortho- 
dox themselves? Our minds are so occu- 
pied, our time is so wasted, in fruitless and 
endless debates, that the real interests of 
vital religion are neglected, and the real 
purposes of a religious meeting entirely 
overlooked or defeated. 

“ Behold, (says the Divine Word,) how 
good and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity.” Behold, 
says our melancholy experience, how un- 
profitable and unhappy it is to dwell to- 
gether in disagreement. I shall relate 
an instance of the ill effects of our “ dis- 
united union,” and exhibit them in the 
unhappy misrepresentations consequent 
upon our divisions, 

Mr. Montgomery has written, and his 
friends have published to the world, that 
Mr. Cooke said, at Strabane, “that he is 
only to love those of his own creed; and 
view those who differ from him as he 
would regard robbers.” Since misrepre- 
sentations were first made, the instance 
before us has never been surpassed. Such 
a sentiment never rose in Mr, Cooke’s 
mind—was never uttered by his lips. 
Well might Mr. M. call it the product of 
* passion,” and not the dictate of “the 
spirit of truth.” But to whatever origin 
it is to be ascribed, the good or the evil 
is not mine. ‘Po Mr. M. it owes its ex- 
istence, and he may bestow it as he 
pleases. The real statement is as fol- 
lows:—In answer to the argument for 
continued union between Arians, Socini- 
ans, and Orthodox, in this Synod, which 
was drawn from the text “love as bre- 
thren,” [ observed, that in order to feel 
the love referred to in the text, it was 
necessary, first, to be “ brethren ;” par- 
takers of the same faith, and hope, and pro- 


in the Synod of Ulster. Q15 


mises. Perfect Christian love, I observed, 
was distinguished by divines, and cor- 
rectly distinguished, as containing the 
“ love of complacency” with which, I con- 
ceived, those who were truly “ brethren” 
in Christ were alone able to contemplate 
one another. I then added, that while 
the Arian looked upon the Trinitarian as 
an idolator, it was impossible he could re- 
gard his imaginary idolatry with “com- 
placency,” or, consequently, his person 
with the “love of complacency.” And 
that, on the other hand, while the Orthodox 
viewed the Arian as attempting to rob his 
Lord of his essential glory, he could not look 
upon the alleged robbery with “compla- 
cency,” orregard his person with the “love 
of complacency.” But, at the same time, 
I stated that the opposing parties, or any 
other opposing parties, did not, therefore, 
cease to love one another; but their love 
was a love of mere “ benevolence,” with- 
out the possibility of that “complacency” 
essential to perfect Christianlove. repeat 
the distinction; I regard it as a solemn 
truth; and the various occurrences of this 
Synod are so many practical commenta- 
ries upon the correctness of the observa- 
tion. How unlike it is to the misconcep- 
tion, or misrepresentation of Mr. M., I 
leave this Synod to determine. The ob- 
ject then, Sir, of my contemplated motion 
—a motion already approved by no incon- 
siderable portion of this house—is, to at- 
tempt a remedy for the evils that are 
found to exist in the constituency of this 
body. 

The principal evil I conceive to consist 
in the unnatural and uncoalescing admix- 
ture of ourdoctrines. We have professed 
Arianism—we have something that is not 
Arianism, so its professors say, yet is not 
Orthodoxy. We have also once or twice 
heard doctrines called Socinian uttered in 
our assemblies. But while I consider this 
as the chief, I am far from viewing it as the 
sole, evil for which we are bound to at- 
tempt a remedy. ‘The state of our elder- 
ship calls loudly for reformation. As mat- 
ters at present stand, one-half of a Presby- 
tery is formed without any practical con- 
sultation of the other. I mean, the elders 
are elected and appointed without the 
knowledge of the Presbytery which is to 
receive them. Then, of our eldership 
there is required no profession of faith, 
though they constitute one-half of all our 
Church courts. Nor are our elders re- 
quired to discharge the duties of visiting 
the sick, of praying with them%s required, 
James v. 14; nor is it generally expected 
they should be men of prayer in their own 
families; but a mere possession of world- 
ly respectability in rank, is all that is look- 
ed upon as qualification for their high and 
accountable office. This is a state of 
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things that cannot continue. Then, Sir, 
that our visitation Presbyteries are sadly 
deficient is what we all know, and many 
of us lament. A motion of reform will 
naturally be extended to this subject. 
Nor can I forbear to mention one other 
topic. I mean the making money to be 
a means of obtaining an appointment in 
the Church. We reprobate the idea of 
the crime called Simony. We rejoice in 
our freedom from the power called Pa- 
tronage. We say that Christ’s kingdom is 
not of this world.—And, after all these 
things, we say, A man who pays one pound 
per annum in our Churches is equal to 
three men, each of whom pay six and 
eightpence per annum—and, that his vote 
shall equal the other three. 

There are other evils to which I might 
now refer; but the length of time I have 
already — and the lateness of the 
hour at which I now speak, are more than 
sufficient excuse for my omitting to speak 
of more. 

For a perfect Church I look not, till the 
Lord shall come with his saints; but for 
amore perfect one than this Synod at pre- 
sent exhibits, I think, without much pre- 
sumption, we may reasonably hope. I 
know there is a wonderfully sensitive ap- 
prehension when we talk of reforming 
the Church; and, it is not a little remark- 
able, that this sensibility is most apparent 
in those very persons who are so anxious 
to reform the errors of the State. Let us 
contemplate the State chariot as it passes 
along, and they pronounce it at once so 
crazy a vehicle, that it will scarce bear the 
load of majesty to the street’s end. So 
they seize the reins of the proud steeds 
that draw it; and, after scarcely a moment 
ef stop or examination, they pronounce 
for its total dissolution and complete re- 
building. So they commence “ political 
blacksmiths,” and they take out the 
springs, and knock off the circlet of the 
wheels, and every bolt and screw must 
ring to their hammer and anvil. And 
then they become “ political joiners,” and 
they take asunder the wood-work of “ an- 
cient oak,” and they substitute some mo- 
dern exotic, which is worderously to 
lighten the body of the machine. And 
ufter this, they become “ political painters 
and varnishers,” and the whole affair is so 
bedizened with fantastical devices, that it 
is impossible to recognise the ancient pon- 
derous and sturdy vehicle which bore 
along the ‘ majesty of Britain,” through 
ages of waMare to ages of glory. 

But show to those self-same artificers 
the chariot of the Church; and though it 
creaks in every joint, and totters in every 
spring, and threatens at every revolution 
of the wheel to separate into a thousand 
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fragments—and though it presents an as- 
pect so weather-beaten and forlorn, that 
Poverty herself might be almost ashamed 
to be the driver—yet oh! beware of touch- 
ing the venerable ruin! They will repair 
the crazy wheels, by merely dipping them 
in water,—they assist the broken springs 
by combining with them a piece of timber 
—they will trap the shattered pole with 
all manner of ropes and bandages—and 
they will eke out the tattered harness 
with every variety of “shreds and patch- 
es,” until the motley combination shall be - 
come to the Presbyterian people, as the 
ship Argos to the Greeks, a subject of ar- 

ument as to its identity with the Church 
that existed in the days of our fathers. 

To me, Sir, it is astonishing, that the very 
same men who are so clear-sighted to dis- 
cern, and so ready to reform our political 
institutions, are so blind to the imperious 
necessity of searching out and reforming 
the errors and evils of our religious insti- 
tutions. But this apathy will yet be roused 
into action, and men will yet acknowledge 
it as a universal maxim, “ that in all the 
affairs of men, whether temporal or reli- 
gious, a weil regulated reformation of er- 
rors and abuses, is the wisest plan to en- 
sure permanence to institutions, and hap- 
piness to the people.” 


I have been surprised, Sir, to hear, from 
several members of this house, that by in- 
quiries into religious opinions, or any con- 
templated division, “‘ we injure the respec- 
tability of the Synod of Ulster.” I can- 
not tell, Sir, what estimate these persons 
form of respectability, or by what standard 
they ascertain the present quantum to 
which we are justly entitled. I shall, 
therefore, beg to lay before you my hum- 
ble idea of the nature of clerical “ respec- 
tability.”’ 


A minister, to be respectable, must be 
open in declaring all his religious opi- 
mons. Concealment and equivocation are 
the most disreputable marks of the cleri- 
calcharacter. The real “respectability,” 
therefore, of the Synod, is consulted in 
my intended motion; for one object would 
be to elicit and exhibit the real religious 
sentiments of our members. 


Another ingredient of respectability, I 
take to be consistency of character. But, 
so long as we remain in our present con- 
dition, it is totally impossible for us to ap- 

ear consistent. If the Arian submit to 
ave his system reproached before his 
eyes, he cannot be consistent. And, so 
long as the Trinitarian continues to /i- 
cense and ordain Arians, he cannot be 
consistent.—My contemplated motion will 
then seek to advance the respectability of 
this Synod, inasmuch as it will seek to re- 
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store the long lost consistency of our pub- 
lic character. 

Another ingredient of respectability 
seenis to be “decision of character.” A 
respectable minister, in whatever station 
he 1s placed by Providence, must be a de- 
cided inan. A minister of other charac- 
ter may be learned, and rich, and elo- 
quent, and much a favourite—but while, 
like the air-fed Cameleon, he takes all his» 
colour from the objects around him, and 
appears green, yellow, or grey, according 
to the object that he rests upon; he is a 
most miserable specimen of clerical de- 
fection: the mere creature of the circum- 
stances by which he is surrounded. A 
respectable minister, Sir, like some of the 
bright gems, should give, not take his co- 
lour. His character should not be mould- 
ed by the objects that surround him, but 
he should endeavour to transfer his own 
moral image to the souls committed to his 
instruction. I would have him a man un- 
taught in that school which whispers to a 
young minister, “ do not be in a hurry to 
declare your religious sentiments; time 
enough when you have got a congrega- 
tion, and learned the opinions that will 
please your people.” I would not have 
a man offensively intrusive, but gentle, 
yet decided in his principles and instruc- 
tions. Without these qualities, neither 
minister nor Synod can ever be truly re- 
spectable ; and to cierish, under the di- 
vine blessing, such a decision of charac- 
ter, is one great object of the motion 
which I now wish to enter upon your 
books. 

Let me quote two passages of Scrip- 
ture, for the meditation of my brethren, 
and I shall relieve your patience by con- 
cluding this address. The first is a pro- 
phecy of the coming glory of the Church, 
indicative of her uniformity of opinion, 
testimony, and worship—Isa. lii.8. “Th 
watchmen shall lift up the voice; with 
the voice together shall they sing: for they 
shall see eye to eye, when the Lord shall 
bring again Zion.” The vision and the 
harmon) are not yet ours. May the Lord 
hasten the time when they shall be fully 
realized ! 

The other portion I shall repeat in re- 
ference to the many exhortations we have 
received to study concord and peace. 
Many objects are to be sacrificed for 
peace; but peace, as well as gold, may be 
bought too dear. Therefore, when we 
look for peace, labour for peace, pray for 
peace; let us remember the words of the 
Prophet, according to the marginal read- 
ing—Jeremiah xiv. 15. “Iwill give you 
PEACE AND TRUTH in this place.” In the 
promise of God they are united blessings; 
and he will not bestow the one till we 
take it in conjunction with the other. 
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5.—It only remains to consider 
what is the duty of the Presbyterian 
church, in the great enterprise of 
evangelizing the world at the present 
day. In doing this, little more is neces- 
sary than to apply the principles and 
remarks which have already been 
stated. If these have a solid founda- 
tion in truth and reason, as we as- 
suredly believe they have, then it 
will follow—That the Presbyterian 
church ought to stand entirely b 
herself, in conducting missions bot 
foreign and domestick. This conclu- 
sion is supported by all that has 
hitherto been said on the subject we 
consider. By taking a stand wholly 
unconnected with others, the Presby- 
terian church will most clearly ap- 
pear as a constituent part of the 
church universal; yielding obedience 
to the command of her glorified Head 
to evangelize the world. She will 
come forward confessedly in her dis- 
tinctive character, under the banner 
of the King of Zion, to extend the 
bounds of his empire, and to reduce 
those who are now rebels against 
him and the subjects of his great 
adversary, to the character of his 
willing and obedient people. She 
will, to speak without a figure, con- 
duct missionary operations, and show 
that she conducts them, in strict ac- 
cordance with the gospel order— 
conducts them as a church, agreea- 
bly to the apostolick example—thus 
proving her allegiance to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and obtaining good 
round of hope that he will abun- 
dantly reward and bless her, by pour- 
ing out his Spirit upon her in copious 
effusions, by multiplying her con- 
verts, and by honouring her as a fa- 
voured instrument in extending the 
saving influence of his gospel to the 
millions who are perishing in igno- 
rance and sin, both in our own land, 
and in lands where as yet the 
glad tidings of salvation have never 
been proclaimed. . 
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Further—The Presbyterian church, 
beyond reasonable controversy, is 
a body large enough, and having 
at command means enough, for as 
extensive missionary operations as 
ought ever to be under the direc- 
tion of any one missionary corps; so 
that any connexion with others would 
be a real incumbrance, and not an 
addition of strength or efficiency. It 
is no exaggeration to say, that if this 
church were thoroughly roused to 
exertion in the missionary cause, she 
might, without any thing oppressive 
or injurious to her members, do even 
more than is now doing by all the 
missionary associations in the United 
States. It is also a truth, too plain 
to require extended proof or illus- 
tration, that her members may be 
animated to vigorous exertion, 
more easily and effectually, if she 
stands by herself, than if she be 
connected with others. A large and 
respectable portion of her children 
are decidedly opposed to blending 
their missionary concerns with those 
of other bodies: and it is moreover 
undeniable, from a principle deeply 
seated in human nature itself, that 
neither individuals nor communities 
are easily exeited—we question whe- 
ther they are in fact ever excited— 
to exert themselves with as much 
vigour and effect when they lean 
in part on others, as when they 
perceive that their sole reliance 
must be on themselves—that suc- 
cess or failure, with every conse- 
quence of either, will be all their 
own. The Presbyterian church, stand- 
ing in a missionary attitude by her- 
self, and in the view of the world, 
will feel a responsibility, an excite- 
ment, a zeal, and a regard to charac- 
ter, which she never will or can feel, 
if formally connected with any other 
church or missionary association 
whatsoever. 

Again—The important principle 
of unity of views and efforts, in 
conducting missionary operations, 
will likewise be best of all provided 
for, by avoiding every foreign alli- 
ance. There will be no secret wish 
or feeling, either- among those whd 


The Best Method of conducting Christian Missions. 


May; 


contribute to our missions, or among 
those to whom the conducting of 
those missions is intrusted, to favour 
measures alien to the doctrines, the 
order, the influence, the extension, 
and the prosperity of the Presbyte- 
rian church. Every wish, and feeling, 
and effort, will be harmoniously di- 
rected to one point; and the only 
concern and inquiry will be, how the 
object which is common to all may 
be promoted with the greatest effect. 

Neither, as has been shown, is dan- 
ger to be apprehended, that by act- 
ing separately, the Presbyterian 
church will be tempted to the exer- 
cise of a sectarian and overbearing 
temper, in her missionary operations. 
This cannot take place, if the genuine 
spirit of missions is possessed and 
cherished; and if this spirit be lack- 
ing, there is no reason to believe the 
Presbyterian church will ever put 
forth energy enough to do mischief. 
This church, hitherto, has certainly 
never manifested an illiberal spirit,* 
and the present times are by no means 
favourable to its production or indul- 
gence. ‘The national churches of Eng- 
land and Scotland, possessing as they 
do a legal establishment and a most 
powerful patronage, are exhibiting 
at this hour a laudable liberality 
towards other denominations, in 
missionary concerns; and surely, 
in the United States, where no na- 
tional establishment does or can ex- 
ist, and where there is less sectarian 
bigotry than in any other country in 
the world, it is not to be apprehend- 
ed that the Presbyterian church will 
be marked by selfish feelings and 
narrow views, at once singular, im- 
politick and reproachful. 

We have had occasion to notice 
the generous assistance which the 


* We think we may fairly claim for the 
Presbyterian church in this country, a 
character for as much friendly feeling and 
liberal action, in regard to other churches, 
as has been manifested by any other de- 
nomination of Christians. We hope she 
will ever possess this character, although 
it may sometimes subject her, as we know 
it has done in times past, to some incon- 
veniences, and even to an occasional trés- 
pass on her rightful claims. 
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Episcopal and other churches in Bri- 
tain are in the habit of extending to 
the Moravians, and the aid which the 
Presbyterian church in this country 
has afforded to the Baptists, and es- 
pecially to the A. B. C. F. Missions. 
The example of the English church, 
which in principle and practice is 
far more exclusive than the Presby- 
terian, demonstrates decisively, that 
a complete and continued separation 
from other churches, may still con- 
sist with contributing bountifully 
to the support of their missions: And 
as the Presbyterian church in this 
country has already exhibited a libe- 
rality, similar to that of the English 
Episcopalians, there is no reason to 
fear that she will not continue to do 
so, although she institute and sup- 
port missions exclusively her own. 
To the A. B.C. F. M., we have not 
a doubt she will, in the event of her 
taking the stand we recommend, 
continue to contribute munificently. 
Nor do we think that she ought to 
withhold occasional aid from several 
other missionary bodies. She is able, 
and ought to be willing, to patronize 
every laudable enterprise. There is 
no supposition more unfounded, than 
that the sentiments we advocate are 
inconsistent with treating every other 
orthodox sect in the most kind and 
fraternal manner. While we contend 
that the church to which we belong 
should stand and act by herself, and 
not violate her own institutions, or at- 
tempt to mingle them with those of 
a heterogeneous character, we most 
sincerely wish she may set an exam- 
ple of genuine catholicism to all other 
churches. 

We have fully admitted, when 
treating on the nature and use of vo- 
luntary missionary associations, that 
they may be highly beneficial, and 
that it is not our desire that any thing 
should be done to destroy or restrain 
them, while they continue to exer- 
cise a salutary influence; and it is 
scarcely necessary to add, that we say 
nothing inconsistent with this, in 
maintaining that the Presbyterian 
church, as such, ought to conduct her 
missions without amalgamation or 


formal connexion with any other 
body. 

But in treating on the duty of the 
Presbyterian church in the great en- 
terprise of evangelizing the world 
at the present day, we ought earnest- 
ly to insist on her obligation ro po 
mucH. What our Saviour declares 
in regard to individuals, must be 
equally applicable to churches.— 
“Unto whomsoever much is given, 
of him shall be much required; and 
to whom men have committed much, 
of him will they ask the more.” In 
view of this declaration, how great 
and solemn, in this day of awakened 
missionary enterprise, is the respon- 
sibility of a church* consisting of 
sixteen synods, ninety presbyteries, 
thirteen hundred ordained ministers, 
two hundred licensed preachers, two 
hundred and fifty sosdidatee for the 
gospel ministry, nineteen hundred 
and sixty-eight churches, one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand communi- 
cants—scattered over a region ex- 
tending through twenty degrees of la- 
titude, and as many, or more, of lon- 
gitude? [t ought also to be mentioned 
—and we desire to mention it with a 
freedom from all vain-glorious boast- 
ing—that the population of this great 
Presbyterian community may, with- 
out disadvantage, compare with any 
other of equal magnitude in the 
American Union, in the talenis, learn- 
ing, and piety of its clergy; and 
in the intelligence, improvement, 
property, and moral and religious 
character of its laity. How exten- 
sive and weighty must be the obliga- 
tion of such a church, to take a lead- 
ing part in executing the command 
of her glorified Head—* preach the 
gospel to every creature !” What rea- 
son has she to fear that her candle- 


* The returns from which the most of 
this statement is taken, were made at the 
meeting of the General Assembly in 1828, 
and were then admitted to be incomplete. 
On this account, and in consideration of 
tne rapid increase of this church, a small 
addition has been made to some of the 
numbers reported the last year; but it is 
believed that, in every instance, the num- 
ber mentioned rather falls short of the 
truth than exceeds it 
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stick will be removed out of its place, 
if she fail to render an exemplary 
obedience to the command which 
binds her! How much may she ef- 
fect, if she will shake herself from 
the dust, and engage with true devo- 
tedness—with holy and enlightened 
zeal, in the sacred cause of missions! 
We have said she might do more in 
this cause than is now doing by all 
the churches in our land. By these 
churches, we now remark, there is 
much reason to believe that a great 
part of the important and glorious 
work of spreading the gospel over 
the world is destined, in the purpose 
and providence of God, to be per- 
formed—and if so, how large a share 
must be assumed by the Presbyterian 
church, if she would escape having 
Ichabod written upon her! 

What then, it may be asked, ought 
to be done? To answer the inquiry 
fully, would require time and space, 
which, at present, we have not at 
command. We can only say gene- 
rally, that prospective measures, for 
a great part to be acted by our 
church, in gospelizing the whale hu- 
man family, ought to be taken with- 
out delay. All practicable means 
eught immediately to be used, to 
enlighten our people in regard to 
their situation, their ability, and their 
duty; to show them clearly what they 
can do, and ought to do; and to stir 
them up to resolute and animated 
effort, in discharge of their solemn 
obligations. Our clergy and ruling 
elders ought, as becomes them, to 
take the lead in this truly holy work, 
and to feel, that on them has de- 
volved, in this high concern, a duty, 
for the faithful discharge of which a 
fearful account must be rendered at 
the last day. All our men of influence, 
and men of wealth—those who have 
pens, and tongues, and purses, that 
may be Pe or opened with effect 
—ought to feel that all their capa- 
bilities are now put in special requi- 
sition, by the command of God and 
the call of his church. 

The education cause—the educa- 
tion of pious youth for the gospel 
ministry, in and by the Presbyterian 
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church, and for her service specially, 
if not exclusively—must be imme- 
diately revived, and pushed forward 
with a zeal that has never yet been © 
manifested. No one thing is more 
important, or more immediately 
pressing, than this. Without some 
hundreds, and before long some thou- 
sands, of pious, talented, and well 
educated youth for missionary work, 
that work cannot be suitably per- 
formed. We want at least five hun- 
dred such youth in the Presbyterian 
church, at the present hour. The 
Macedonian cry is raised on all 
sides, and it wounds incessantly the 
ears of our Board of Missions. But 
what can they do? the men to send 
are not to be found.—They are yet 
to be educated; and no time surely 
is to be lost in commencing an edu- 
cation, that will require years to 
complete. Our impression of the im- 
portance of this education concern 
is such, that we verily believe the 
man who should now devote his life 
very efficiently to its promotion in 
the Presbyterian church, would serve 
his divine Master more effectually 
and extensively than he could pos- 
sibly do in any other way: and all 
churches and individuals who take an 
active interest in this cause, and con- 
tribute liberally to its advancement, 
ought, in our deliberate judgment, to 
be regarded as coming “to the help 
of the Lord,” at a crisis peculiarly 
interesting and decisive. 

Now is the time, also, when what 
may be called a complete missionary 
apparatus, ought to be not only con- 
templated but commenced. We 
ought to have the entire possession, 
or occupancy, of a large edifice,* in 


* For the construction of similar edi- 
fices to that here recommended, for the 
use of the American Bible Society and 
Sabbath School Union, the necessary funds 
have been raised by subscriptions and do- 
nations, entirely distinct and separate from 
those appropriated to the immediate ob- 
jects of these charities. And we hope that 
this will be done in the case of an edifice 
for the use of our Missionary and Educa- 
tion Boards. We think it would not be 


right in itself, and we know it would be 
offensive and discouraging, if the funds 
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which there should be rooms for the 
meeting of the Boards of Missions 
and Education, and of their com- 
mittees; and for the reception of 
missionaries, and of all who want to 
make inquiries on missionary sub- 
jects, or who take an interest in them 
—oflices, likewise, for the secretaries 
and agents of both boards, where 
these, or other permanent officers, 
might always be found; and apart- 
ments, also, for bibles, tracts, maps, 
and all donations of clothing, sta- 
tionary, and other articles, for the 
use of missionaries. All practicable 
economy ought certainly to be used 
in making these preparations, and 
every cent expended ought to be con- 
sidered as the Lord’s property, which 
it would be sacrilege to waste. But 
there must not be a narrow parsimo- 
ny, Or a suspicious jealousy, or an 
avaricious grudging, in relation to this 
business. ‘The sin of this is quite as 
great, and perhaps the danger of it 
greater, than that of wasting or em- 
bezzling the contents of the Lord’s 
treasury. 

In addition to all, and not less im- 
portant than any or all other things, 
is the revival and cherishing of a 
spirit of fervent prayer, throughout 
the whole bounds of the Presbyterian 
church, The concert for prayer ought 
to be sacredly regarded in every 
congregation. It is in answer to 
prayer, that true revivals of religion 
are granted; by which missionaries 
are furnished, and missionary zeal 
and liberality fostered and promoted. 
It is by much, and earnest, and per- 
severing prayer, that the influences 
of the Holy Spirit are to be called 
down, on all who are intrusted with 
the management and promotion of 


eontributed for missions and education, 
should be drawn upon to build a house for 
the accommodation of the Boards we have 
mentioned. Yet all who know the nature 
of these Boards, and the extent and vari- 
ety of their operations, know that such a 
house is most urgently needed, and indeed 
must soon become indispensable. We 
hope that the men of wealth and liberality 
in the Presbyterian church, will soon add 
this good work to the many which they 
are already engaged in performing 


missionary operations—on the Boards 
of Education and of Missions, and 
on their committees, secretaries and 
agents; that they may possess and ex- 
ercise the wisdom, and zeal, and im- 
partiality, and devotedness, which 
their hallowed trust requires: On all 
the missionaries of our church, and 
of other evangelical churches; that 
they may possess an apostolick spi- 
rit—the spirit of our own Brainerd, 
and of the best of those who have 
made him their model; a spirit of 
wrestling mightily with God, by fast- 
ings and prayers, for his blessing on 
their labours—while to these labours 
they give themselves with a perfect 
willingness to spend, and be spent 
in them: On all those to whom the 
missionaries go, in our own land or 
in other lands, whether they be no- 
minal Christians or real heathen; 
that God may send down upon them 
the new creating energies of the Holy 
Ghost, without which not a soul of 
them will ever believe unto life ever- 
lasting: In fine, that the Millennial 
period, so long the subject of pro- 
phecy and prayer, may be hastened 
in its time, and that in the mean 
time, the faith, and prayer, and ef- 
forts, of the people of God, may 
not fail, but constantly increase. 

Such is the glance we have taken 
—we could do no more—at what the 
Presbyterian church ought to do, and 
to begin to do, without any procras- 
tination. We do not believe that 
the representation we have given 
ought to be considered as extrava- 
gant. We are convinced, on the con- 
trary, that it falls short of what might 
have been stated, without any excess. 
If some of our readers think differ- 
ently, we are persuaded it is because 
they have not had our means, and 
opportunities, and calls, to look at 
this subject in all its extent, and in 
all its bearings. 


 —— 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE. 
THE SABBATH QUESTION BEFORE CON- 
GRESS FAIRLY STATED. 
It is the constant cry of those whe 
oppose the repeal of that part of the 
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post-office law, which requires the 
carrying of the mail, and the open- 
ing of the post-offices on the Sab- 
bath, the first note of which was 
sounded by the sagacious Senator 
Johnson, in his sapient report to the 
Senate of the United States, that 
those who have petitioned Congress 
en this subject, are urging the na- 
tional legislature to legislate on the 
subject of religion. This cry has now 
become in a measure popular, and 
the true state of the question ought 
to be clearly understood. The plain 
matter of fact then is as follows.— 
The petitioners complain that the 
National legislature have actually, 
and to the petitioners most offen- 
sively, ALREADY legislated on the 
Sabbath, and they humbly pray that 
Congress would undo, what they have 
thus unadvisedly done. The petition- 
ers do not ask for one jot, or tittle, 
more than this. They are the very 
people who most earnestly remon- 
strate against an impropriety in the 
National legislature, which they are 
falsely charged with urging that le- 
gislature tocommit. The legislature, 
without being petitioned, have legis- 
Jated on the subject of religion; and 
all the petitioners ask is, that an act 
of this kind of legislation may be re- 
pealed. We have had opportunity 
to know the petitioners, and we do 
know them well; and we know that 
they want nothing more than that 
Congress should not touch the Sab- 
bath at all, in any of their legislative 
acts or doings; but leave this whole 
subject to be disposed of by the le- 
gislatures of the several states, as 
each of them shall see fit. Congress 
has broken through the state enact- 
ments, and the local usages and regu- 
lations in regard to the Sabbath, by 
ordering the mail to be carried and 
the post-offices to be opened on that 
holy day. ‘The petitioners say that 
Congress ought not to have done 
this; ought not to have made a hu- 


man law contravening the law of 
God, and the good laws and usages 
of the several states that had a pre- 
vious existence; and all their wish 
is that Congress would retrace their 
steps, place the subject exactly where 
they found it, and never meddle with 
it, In one way or another, any more. 
This is the true and fair statement 
of the matter at issue; and it will 
appear to be so to every one who 
examines the petitions presented, or 
who even candidly considers the na- 
ture of the case, as it has been pre- 
sented to the publick, in the papers 
not decidedly hostile to the prayer 
of the petitioners. We do not be- 
lieve our opponents can show, from 
any one of the 446 petitions pre- 
sented to Congress, that in a sin- 
le instance, more has been asked 
or than we have here stated—The 
very truth is, that the infidel and ir- 
religious part of the community in 
the United States, are rejoicing and 
openly exulting in the melancholyfact, 
that by a law of Congress, the Sabbath 
is, and may be, violated without re- 
straint: and to hinder a repeal of this 
law, they aifect a wonderful zeal to 
prevent legislating on a religious 
subject—the thing precisely, which 
the petitioners show, and all the world 
knows, has already been done. Con- 
gress, it seems, may legislate on re- 
figion to the injury of religion; but 
not otherwise—not even to repair 
the injury which they have inflicted. 
A few misguided and hoodwinked 
religionists, have become auxiliaries 
of the infidel wot but the parties, 
as such, are clearly marked, distinct, 
and opposite; and it remains to be 
seen which of these parties will ulti- 
mately prevail. If infidelity and ir- 
religion shall triumph over the law 
of God, and the enlightened friends 
of Christian piety and morals, we 
shall tremble as well as weep for our 
country. 
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Fiebiew. 


We have been induced to fill the 
very limited space which we are 
able to spare for a review in our 
present number, with the following 
article, taken from the London 
Evangelical Magazine for March 
last. The author, to whose latest 
publication this review refers, is 
well known in this country, and is, 
we believe, a favourite with many of 
our readers. By this republication 
we hope to gratify them, by indu- 
cing some American printer to re- 
publish a work so highly commend- 
ed by competent judges, and the 
production, as they aflirm, of “the 
first preacher of his age.”” We think 
that of such a book there can be no 
risk in the publication—The impost 
on imported books is so enormously 
high, that few copies of this work 
will ever be brought from Britain. 


MORNING EXERCISES FOR THE CLO- 
set, for every Day in the Fear. 
By William Jay. 2 vols. 8vo. 
Hamilton, Adams & Co. 

Those who remember and value 
Mr. Jay’s “ Short Discourses,” will 
be prepared to understand and es- 
timate the character of these “ Morn- 
ing Exercises.” ‘The only two dif- 
ferences that we perceive are, Ist, 
greater brevity, and 2d, a spirit of 
more profound devotion. We quite 
agree with Mr. Jay’s enlightened 
correspondent (pray is not this 
correspondent Mr. Wilberforce r) 
whose opinions are quoted in the 
preface. “1 have a sincere vene- 
ration for the intentions of Bogatz.- 
ky, and other similar authors; but 
there is such a paucity of thought, 
such a poverty of expression, sucha 
narrowed range of ideas, such a 
ringing of changes incessantly, on 
a few topics, without gracefulness 
or variety; as to render the books 
exceedingly unattractive to the pre- 
sent rising generation. In these 


cases, I conceive we are bound to 
provide, as far as we can, that the 
food presented to their minds may 
not disgust, by the manner in which 
it is served up; and that, when we 
put important truth in their way, it 
should be encumbered with as few 
external obstacles as the case wil! 
admit.” These remarks are cer- 
tainly most just and weighty. It is 
really a sorrowful thing to look into 
the closets of our friends, and see 
how sadly they are furnished in the 
department referred to. What with 
self-righteous potions on the one 
hand, and antinomian cordials on 
the other, the meditations of the 
closet have been sadly deteriorated. 
And even where these errors have 
been avoided, a meagreness almost 
insupportable runs through the class 
of works in question. 

Mr. Jay has performed an accep- 
table service to thousands of devout 
minds, by the publication of his 
« Closet Exercises.” They are full, 
without being tedious; illustrative 
of the sacred text, without any thing 
of dry criticism; deeply devotional, 
without one sentence fitted to mi- 
nister to a depraved sensibility; im- 
pressive alike in sentiment and dic- 
tion, without the slightest departure 
from the simplicity that is in Christ 
Jesus. 

In one feature this work stands 
pre-eminent. Each meditation is 
an express illustration of a particu- 
lar text, and not merely a motto, as 
is too commonly the case. It may 
also be observed, that the variety 
preserved by this method is very 
great,—greater by far than in any 
similar work in the English lan- 
guage. With many, the mere cir- 
cumstance that Mr. Jay, the first 
preacher of his age, has furnished 
three hundred and sixty-five more 
short discourses, chiefly upon devo- 
tional subjects, will operate as a 
sufficient inducement to prompt an 
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immediate purchase. If all are as 
much gratified as we have been, they 
will not regret their bargain. Mr. 
Jay must have gone down to poste- 
rity if he had not written these in- 
valuable “ Exercises;” but now that 
he has embalmed himself in the 


hallowed recollections of the “Clo- 
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set,”? he will be associated, as an 
author, with the prayers and devout 
meditations of the faithful while the 
world stands. 

It is but simple truth to affirm, 
that these volumes are worthy of 
Mr. Jay in his happiest and most 
characteristic moments. 
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The following articles are extract- 
ed from the Christian Observer for 
February last. 


Two remarkable tusks of a Mammoth 
have been brought home by Captain 
Beechey. The largest must have mea- 
sured twelve feet; and the mammoth to 
which it belonged must have been fifteen 
or sixteen feet high. They were found 
on the west coast of America, near Beh- 
ring’s Straits, in a mountain of ice a hun- 
dred feet in height above the sea. This 
mass of ice is covered with earth and 
grass, and has embedded in it a vast num- 
ber of the tusks, teeth, and bones of the 
mammoth. 


Specimens of organic remains, it is stated, 
have lately ‘been found in Clasnbennie 
quarry, on the left bank of the Tay, in the 
old red sand-stone, in which few organic 
remains have hitherto been found, and 
from which is dated the existence of the 
vertebral animals. 


The interior of York Minster, one of the 
most valuable and magnificent of our na- 
tional architectural treasures, has been de- 
solated by fire. The damage includes the 
destruction of the splendid roof of the 
choir, the stalls, canopies, and other wood 
work on the sides, the matchless organ, 
the communion plate, and the dilapida- 
tion of many of the monuments. The 
elaborately carved screen, the splendid 
east window, the records, the wills and 
some valuable articles of antiquity or cu- 
riosity, have been preserved. The de- 
struction is traced to the hand of a luna- 
tic. The Minster has several times suffer- 
ed by fire; the last occurrence of which 
kind was nearly seven hundred years ago. 


Professor Leslie states that the largest 
drops of rain, which are about one-fifth of 
an inch in diameter, will fall 2040 feet in 
a minute; but the ordinary drops in this 
climate will seldom fall half as fast. Hail- 
stones in the south of Europe, having 
sometimes the diameter of two inches, 
will fall with a velocity of 113 feet in a 


second, or more than 14 mile in a minute, 
a rapidity of stroke which destroys corn. 
fields and ravages vineyards. 


The Water Companies which supply 
the metropolis, are the New River, East 
London, West Middlesex, Chelsea, Grand 
Junction, Lambeth, Vauxhall, and South- 
wark. The daily supply amounts to nearly 
thirty million gallons; which, estimating 
the population of the metropolis at 
1,500,000, is nearly twenty gallons a day 
for every individual. 


A plan is under discussion for forming 
a General Clerical Provident Societ:'; to 
give an opportunity to the clergy, by 
means of mutual assurance, to secure a 

rovision for themselves and their families 
in sickness, old age, at death, and whilst 
bringing up a family. The plan is not 
fully matured; but the object is highly 
important. As an illustration of the na- 
ture of the plan, it is calculated that if a 
clergyman, upon entering into orders at 
23, will engage to pay the sum of 4/. 16s. 
10d. per annum until he dies, or attains 
the “ge of seventy years, he will, in such 
case, be entitled to 2/. weekly in sickness, 
until he is seventy years of age ; I/. week- 
ly in sickness, after he is seventy years of 
age; and 52/, per annum, in health or 
sickness, after he is seventy years of age. 
At thirty, the same benefits may be obtain- 
ed for 6/. 1s. 2d. per annum ; at thirty-five, 
for 71, 10s.; and at forty, for 9/. 15s, 4d.— 
We shall recur to the subject. 


The whole of the highways of France 
are made and repaired at the expense of 
the government, and the whole amount 
set down for this purpuse is only about 
800,000/. The highways extend the length 
of 8,584 leagues, the league being about 
two English miles and a half; and, sepa- 
rately from annual repairs, it is calculated 
that nearly 8,000,000/. sterling would be 
necessary to complete them. A commis- 
sion has been appointed to consider the 
subject. 


Our fellow Protestants in France are 
adopting the plan of sales of ladies’ work 
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for assisting benevolent and religious ob- 
jects. Ata recent sale at Paris, on behalf 
of the “ Evangelical Missionary Socicty,” 
almost as many English ladies as French 
were found among the contributors and 
purchasers. 


In a house jately excavated at Pompeii 
were found the skeletons of two persons, 
apparently overtaken by destruction in 
the moment of flight. The one, it is 
conjectured, is that of the proprietor of 
the mansion, holding in one hand a key, 
and in the other some gold coins and de- 
corations; the other, that ofa slave, carry- 


——_-_— 





MISSIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


( Continued from p. 185.) 


We promised in our last number 
to publish the following circular of 
Judge Fine, to the ministers and el- 
ders of every Presbyterian congre- 

ation in St. Lawrence county, 
state of New York. Although 
written more than four years ago, 
it has such a direct and powerful 
bearing on the means now in use, by 
the Boards of Missions and of Edu- 
cation under the direction of the 
General Assembly for collecting 
funds for those important institu- 


tions, that we deem it quite season- 
able. 


CIRCULAR, 


Ogdensburgh, St. Lawrence County, 
fov. 1, 1824. 
Dear Sir,—You are sensible that the 
Religious Societies of our county, are not 
in a flourishing condition. That previous 
to the last meeting of the Bible Society, 
many of its friends despaired of being 
able to continue it in existence. That 
within the last year, little, or rather noth- 
ing, has been done to revive the slumber- 
ing condition of the Missionary and Edu. 
cation Societies: and that our Sabbath 
Schools, those nurseries of piety, destined 
under Providence to make the next gene- 
ration wiser and holier than the present, 
are suffering for the want of Testaments, 
and other necessary books. Is there no 
remedy for this state of things? If you 
agree with me, that the religious institu- 
tions of the county are pining, away—and 
that it isthe duty of professing Christians, 
Vou. VIL—Ch. Adv. 


a eS Ee 
—— - 
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ing behind his master two vases. W hat an 
aflecting illustration of the condition of all 
ages and ranks, at the approach of that 
great leveller of all human distinctions— 
Death! 

The first edition of the translation of 
Henry Martyn’s Life into French, we are 
happy to learn, is nearly exhausted, and 
that successive editions are likely to be in 
demand, 

A medal has been struck at Strasburg 
to the memory of the Pastor Oberlin.— 
The likeness is said to be very faithfully 
executed, 


and more especially of the officers of our 
churches, to come forward to the help of 
the Lord, you will bear with me a few mo- 
ments, while I suggest to you a simple 
and practicable measure, which, if adopt- 
ed and carried into effect, will give to 
these infant associations, an immediate and 
increasing growth. 

There are twenty Presbyterian and 
Congregational Churches within the coun- 
ty, with seventeen Clergymen, and con- 
taining 1086 communicants. Every one 
of these, rich and poor, male and female, 
is bound by his spiritual calling, to do 
something to extend the Redeemer’s 
kingdom; and to be unwilling, would be- 
tray a degree of ignorance or of selfish- 
ness, rarely, very rarely, to be met with 
among our brethren. If the individual 
exertions of this large body of church 
members, could be periodically collected, 
is it not plain that their contributions, 
however small in themselves, would, 
united, make a large and efficient sum? 

Allow me, therefore, to suggest a sim- 
ple plan, attended with no trouble or in- 
convenience; requiring no_ sacrifice of 
time or personal ease, and which I fully 
believe, from a short trial of it in the church 
here, will be attended, wherever adopted, 
with the most flattering success. 

Let the officers of each church, divide 
the communicants into classes—giving to 
each officer the charge of a class: Let the 
officer call upon the individuals of his 
class, every month—explain the object of 
his call, and urge the importance, the duty 
and necessity of giving tothe Lord, Let 
no one refrain from giving. The poor 
can give a trifle: those in less straitened 
circumstances, can give more liberally. 
All must give. If our religion is distin- 
guished by its being preached to the 
poor, and by the many promises which are 
made to them, and withheld from the rich, 
an obligation rests upon the poor to build 

QF 





















































































































































































































se gd at ot 





= + a she ma : moar 
































x mp orioe car wre ee, 





—— 





226 


up, each one according to his means, the 
institutions of the gospel. 

I would advise that the sum asked for, 
be smali. ‘There are few, if any, so poor 
who cannot give six cents a month.—The 
rich, (if any such are to be found,) may 
give of their abundance. Let your class 
average one shilling each per month. 
With attention and punctuality in calling 
every month, and a little zeal on the part 
of the church officers, all this may be 
done, without noise or opposition, and will 
produce a result, that will astonish even 
ourselves. The number of communicants 
being 1086, there will be 1086 shillings, 
or $155.75 contributed monthly; making 
at the end of the year, the sum of sixteen 
hundred and twenty-nine dollars. A large 
sum, compared with our past efforts—but 
small, when compared with our means and 
our duty. Our Bible and Missionary, and 
Education and Sunday School Societies, 
partaking of this charity, will flourish ; 
our churches will revive—our Ministers 
will be better supported, and a blessing 
will be returned to each contributor, four- 
fold the amount of his gift. If you be- 
lieve the gospel, you must believe what I 
have written. My plan of charity is in- 
tended for the churches—for the believers 
inthe gospel. I would not interfere with, 
nor interrupt any society, or publick col- 
lection already established. The world 
may ae these means, contribute to 
the gospel; and thankful we are, that 
in many cases by their liberality, they 
shame the Christian. But the measure 
proposed, is for the members of our 
churches ;—and if they are not willing to 
assist in building the spiritual temple, it 
is time that we institute the inquiry—Are 
we Christians ? 

So far, however, from believing that the 
members of our churches will refuse to 
contribute, if the plan I have proposed 
fail of success, I doubt not it may in 
every case be attributed to the inactivity 
of our church officers. Pardon me for 
saying so, 

And believe me, yours, 
With much Christian affection. 


TWENTIETH COMMUNICATION, 


Letter from a missionary appointed for 
Missouri; but who has, on the following 
representation, and that of five brethren 
in the ministry, been permitted to spend 
his time in Kentucky. 

Jan. 15th, 1829, 
“ Rev. Dr. Ely, 

“ Dear Sir,—Your object in giving, and 
mine in taking, a mission to Missouri, I 
believe, was the promotion of the Re- 
deemer’s Kingdom. To effect this it is not 
more important to extend our limits than 
to occupy and most judiciously to employ 
our present possessions, 
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“ Under this view of the subject F have 
been prevailed on to request my commis- 
sion to be changed, for the bounds of the 
Louisville Presbytery. I am the more 
ready to make this request when I remem- 
ber that youinformed me ‘if there should 
be an opening for usefulness, and a call of 
God to owes. in any other field, I would 
not be considered bound for Missouri.’ 

‘I believe the present field has not been 
one of my own seeking. Secular business 
unavoidably detained me until a few days 
since in these parts. I have been preach- 
ing almost incessantly. I have seen all the 
ministers in these bounds, and find their 
opinions to be similar on this point. An 
unusually loud call is now made here 
for Presbyterian preaching. The form- 
er prejudices against this denomination 
are falling. Much good has lately been 
effected. This has in general been through 
the instrumentality of Presbyterianism. 
The state is in some measure awaking to 
benevolent operations; and all that ap- 
pears necessary is the exertion of active 
persons who will go forward. In this por- 
tion of the state there have been a num- 
ber of new congregations formed of late; 
and many more (one in almost every 
wre page might soon be organized 
and built up. The opinion is also general, 
that now is a crisis; and a short time will 
decide the moral and religious character 
of this people. 

“fam reminded by all, that this is my 
native state, and that I possess advantages 
which none from a distance could easily 
acquire ; that 1 have been in part sup- 
ported by this people, and that I am un- 
der obligations to them. 

“As to Missouri in general, I can say but 
little. One thing, however, is evident; 
the travelling through those new states is 
difficult and dangerous in the winter sea- 
son; and the prospects of success at this 
time of the year rather discouraging. And 
so far as a supply from other denominations 
is to be considered, I am informed by 
those who have been there, that that state 
is as well supplied as this. 

“ Upon the whole, having left home for 
Missouri, and proceeded as far as this 
place, and here accidentally meeting with 
a number of ministers whose communica- 
tion you will receive with this, I conclude 
it is my duty to labour in this field.” 

We add some extracts from the letters 
of the ministerial brethren above referred 
to; which are calculated to encourage us ; 
while they show how difficult it is to sup- 
ply the demands of our vacant churches. 
These letters must be our apology to our 
brethren in Missouri for disappointing 
their expectations. 

Ky. Jan. 14, 1829. 
“ Rev. Dr. Ely, 
“Dear Sir,—Desirous to retain Mr, J. 
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H—— to labour as a missionary, within 
the bounds of L—— Presbytery, we take 
the liberty of requesting you to employ 
your agency with the Board of Missions, 
to change the field of labour to which he 
has been designated in Missouri, to the 
limits of our Presbytery. While as minis- 
ters of the gospel, we feel interested for 
every part of the Lord’s vineyard, desti- 
tute of the stated means of grace, yet we 
cannot but take a more deep interest in 
that part of the great moral harvest, which 
falls more immediately under our own 
view. In the bounds of ourPresbytery, there 
exist upwards of one hundred thousand 
souls, scattered over a vast extent of coun- 
try. There are but ten ministers belong- 
ing to our nines pan for the supply of 
all this amount of population. In differ- 
ent places, a more than ordinary attention 
seems to have been awakened to the great 
concerns of religion, and, in many in- 
stances, an earnest desire is expressed to 
be supplied with a preached gospel. By 
other religious societies, great and perse- 
vering exertions are made to increase their 
numbers, and in consequence of our want 
of labourers, it is to be feared we shall 
lose ground that might be maintained and 
cultivated, could we send among the peo- 
ple active, and faithful, and zealous minis- 
ters. In addition to this, there are several 
organized churches, unsupplied with the 
gospel, and which are not in circumstances 
to support stated pastors. We are anxious 
our young men should labour among them. 
As to the amount of pecuniary aid that 
may be calculated on, nothing certain can 
be stated, yet we confidently believe that, 
at least, two or three hundred dollars a 
year can be raised in favour of the mis- 
sionary cause. Were the Board of Mis- 
sions to appoint Mr. H. for six months, in 
the bounds of our Presbytery, we would 
endeavour to make one more effort in the 
course of that time, to see what can be 
done, Should the change requested not 
be made, Mr. H. will go on to Missouri, 
and fulfil his missionary appointment. We 
will expect an answer as soon as possible. 
In the meantime, we beg you to accept 
our best wishes, and humbly pray that to 
whatever decision the Board may come, it 
may result in the promotion of the Ke- 
deemer’s glory, and the interest of his 
people in time and eternity.” at 

Signed by four ministers, to which a 
fifth added the following note. 


“ Rev. E. S. Ely, D. D. 


“Dear Brother,—As I have been for 
some weeks in L and its vicinity, and 
had some opportunity of seeing much, and 
hearing more of the crying need of faith- 
ful Presbyterian labourers in this county, 
as well as throughout the whole state, I 





cannot but think that the views expressed 
by the brethren in the above letter on 
the subject of Mr. H——’s mission are 
such, as a regard for the best interests of 
the church would dictate, and I hope that 
Mr, H. will be permitted to remain in the 
bounds of this Presbytery. There is a 
poe and increasing desire in this state 
or sound Presbyterian preaching, and I 
fear that if some powerful effort is not 
soon made, the cause of truth wiil suffer 
much. Kentucky has never before pre- 
sented such an extensive and interesting 
field of labour as she does at present. 
“Yours affectionately.” 


Extracts from a letter to Rev. E. S. Ely, 
Corresponding Secretary of the Board of 
Missions, written by an intelligent agent 
from one of the thirteen originally United 
States. 

Jan. 23, 1829. 


“Before I give you a detailed account 
of my proceedings in the prosecution of 
my agency, permit me to mention a few 
facts in relation to the condition of the 
Presbyterian churches in our State, and 
our moral condition generally. It is true 
of our churches, almost universally, that 
they are in indigent circumstances, They 
have it notin their power to do very great 
things if they were so disposed: but the 
melancholy fact is, they have not their 
eyes and hearts open to their duties and 
privileges relative to the great benevolent 
enterprises of the day. 

“The habit of working systematically and 
egy | for the Lord has not yet 

een formed: their energies are not 
brought into action; and one great rea- 
son, doubtless, is, they have not had the 
subject presented to them in its proper 
light, and with its proper claims. In gen- 
eral, they know very little what is doing, 
and what is necessary to be done; they 
do not know the situation and movements 
of the Lord’s hosts. They are therefore 
doing very little to what they might and 
would do, if their duties and privileges 
were properly urged upon them. Such is 
the situation of our churches with regard 
to benevolent operations. ‘The moral con- 
dition of this State has not hitherto, I ap- 
prehend, been sufficiently known to our 
Missionary Societies. Our destitution of 
the means of grace and of instruction of 
every sort, especially among the poorer 
classes of our white population, is vastly 
more appalling than any one without a 
minute examination of the — could 
apprehend, It is true of our whole state, 
with the exception perhaps of two coun- 
ties, that one-half of our white population, 
to say nothing of the blacks, is destitute 
of a preached gospel. I have in view, 
while saying this, preachers of all deno- 
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minations. It is true of our state, with 
the exception above alluded to, that not 
one-half of our white children from the age 
of ten to twenty, can read a tale. And 
judging from a minute examination of two 
or three counties with regard to their des- 
titution of the Scriptures, counties which 
were supposed to be at least as well sup- 
plied as any in the state, more than half 
of our families are at this moment desti- 
tute of the Bible. 

“The legitimate and sure consequences 
of such a moral state of things are seen 
and felt here, as they must be every where 
under similar circumstances, I have not 
room to particularize the forms of vice, 
as they appear among us, but I may com- 

rehend the whole, and no more, by say- 
ing ‘every evil work.’ We have, how- 
ever, in the midst of this darkness, one 
cheering prospect, and that is, the people 
are beginning to feel their spiritual wants. 

We can point to at least fifty places, each 

of which would present a good prospect 

of successful operation for a Missionary. 

The people begin to utter the Macedo- 

nian cry, and we hesitate not to say, that 

the fields are white already to harvest. 

In view of these facts, and knowing that 

it was the design of your Board to aid the 

destitute, 1 have not hesitated to say to 
the congregations which I have visited, 
that you would expend all the money we 
could raise in this state among our own 
destitute population; and I hope that the 

Board will permit me to add, in future, 

that they will give them in addition to 

what they raise, as much aid as their funds 
will permit.” 

The Executive Committee have re- 
ceived since the last publication on this 
subject, from the monthly concert in the 
Third Church, Philadelphia, 85 34 
From the monthly concert in the 

newly formed Eleventh Church, 

Philada, 

From Second Ch, Albany, from 
contributors, obtained by Dr. 
Ely, 

From contributors in Reverend J. 
Thompson’s Ch. Alexandria, 
Pa, obtained by Dr. Ely, 

From a teacher of an infant school 

From Miss Olive Sproat, for mis- 
sion to 8. A. 

From monthly concert at Sack- 
ett’s Harbour for ditto, 

From a Ministcr’s tax on a mar- 
riage fee 

From annual contributors in the 
First Church, Philada. 

From annual contributors in Rev. 
Mr. Belville’s Ch. Neshaminy, 
Pa. obtained by Dr. Ely, 

From annual contributors in Se- 
cond Ch, Philada. 


10 00 
98 25 
15 00 
1 00 
5 00 
20 00 
1 00 


30 00 


44 00 


16 00 
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From monthly concert in Sixth 
Ch, Philada. 


Amount $§ 263 59 


TWENTY-FIRST COMMUNICATION, 


Mr. Joyce to the General Agent. 


East Liberty, Allegheny County, 
near Pitisburgh, Pa. Feb. 9, 1829. 


Rev. and Dear Brother,—With many 
professed Christians, I once thought mis- 
sions to the Aeathen a great waste of 
means, while so many in our own land 
were living “ without God in the world.” 
The unscriptural nature of this objection 
was discovered, and the objection removed 
from my mind, many years ago. [beg leave 
to state to you how this was done, as it 
affords me an opportunity of er 
of what I owe to a name that wi 

e revered as long as compassion for the 
heathen is felt in the Church, or sacred 
reason valued by men. 

Walking one evening with a friend to 
hear a German preacher in the French 
Church in the city of Dublin, my friend 
mentioned that he had heard the Rev. 
Andrew Fuller preach a discourse in the 
same meeting-house, in behalf of Foreign 
Missions. 1 believe I then stated my ob- 
jection; my friend informed me that Mr. 
Fuller had replied to it in the course of 
his sermon, in the following manner. “ If 
the Apostles had acted on that principle 
they could never have passed the bounds 
of Judea: had Paul acted on it, his life 
and labours must have been limited toa 
single city: and we should have inherited 
the ignorance and idolatry of our forefa- 
thers.” 

The remarks were irresistible, I saw 
that the principle of the objection was the 
reverse of the principle on which the 
apostles acted, and they “had the mind 
of Christ.” It was impossible, therefore, 
to retain this objection against missions to 
the heathen, believing, as we must do, 
‘That if any man have not the spirit of 
Christ,” in tAés as in all other things, “he 
is none of his.’”’ Since that conversation, 
I have never doubted that it is the duty 
of Ministers and Churches to send the 
gospel to the heathen: and experience 
has shown, that there is a reaction of 
blessedness in the land where missionary 
efforts originate ; and so, the divine pro- 
mise is fulfilled, “He that watereth, shall 
himself also be watered.”’ With these views 
the following considerations were submit- 
ted to the congregation lately organized 
in this place. 

* We, the subscribers, members of the 
congregation of East Liberty, desire to 
contemplate with awe and gratitude, the 
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mighty movements of the God of all grace, 
in “the times which are passing over us ;” 
and in view of the glory of our reigning 
and triumphant Saviour herein displayed, 
would ask, “ Lord what wilt thou have us 
to do?” His answer is before us, “If ye 
love me, feed my sheep—feed my lambs; 
follow my lost sheep in the wilderness, 
and bring them into my fold, lest they 
perish.” 

The spirit of this command did not ex- 
pire with the Apostles, it binds all who 
have “named the name of Christ ;’’ their 
influence should be exerted to restore to 
the fold of the chief Shepherd the sheep 
for whom he laid down his own life. 

Indeed, whatever views we take of the 
Father Almighty, and of fallen man, the 
same truth meets us, for the One and only 
God, has made of One blood all the na- 
tions of men that dwell in the earth; and, 
in his fathomless grace has appointed one, 
and only one Mediator between our race 
and himself. The Mediator, in his Divine 
offices of Prophet, Priest, and King, is 
preached to man either by his written 
word, or the human voice; uttering that 
word, is the ordinary means of bringing 
sinners to the light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God. If then we love our 
Lord Jesus, and desire the diffusion of his 
glory in the salvation of our fellow men, 
we must aid in sending his Gospel to eve- 

ry creature. 

A door for Missionary effort is opened 
to us, which other ages did not enjoy. 
Missionary Societies are in active opera- 
tion, and already have planted the hal- 
lowed Cross in every quarter of the globe. 
The Board of Missions of our own Church, 
are redoubling their efforts to reap the 
wide “field which is whitening before 
them unto the harvest.” Our Fathers and 
Brethren calt on all the churches to come 
up to the help of the Lord, and enjoy the 
honour and happiness of being workers 
together with them, and co-workers with 
the blessed God himself, in “ saving souls 
from death.” 

The plan suggested by the Executive 
Committee of the Board of Missions of the 
General Assembly for aifording pecuniary 
aid, is simple and practicable; it is this: 
ist, That every Church Session resolve 
itself into an Auxiliary Missionary Socie- 
ty, to collect and forward to the Treasurer 
of the Board the money subscribed. 2d, 
That each member, in full communion, 
pay annually, on or about Christmas, a 
sum not less than fifty cents, to this ob- 
ject. 

This plan has two great advantages, it 
prevents the multiphcation of societics, 
which is a growing evil of the age; and 
the Church, acting through her spiritual 
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officers, assumes a character distinctly 
Missionary. 
The following names were then signed: 


Mr. D. R. M‘Nair, 50 
James Jones, 50 
John Roup, 1 00 
Jacob Negley, 50 

Mrs. Mary A. Negley, 50 

Mr. David Negley, 50 

Mrs. Barbara Negley, 50 

Mr. George Negley, 50 
James S. Negley, 50 
M. W. Miller, 50 
F. G. Bailey, 50 

Mrs. Mary A. Bailey, 50 

Master Robert Bailey, 50 

John Bailey, 50 

Miss Rachel Dalzel, 50 
Mr, John Kennedy, 50 
Archibald Kelly, 50 
Adam Tomer, 50 

H. S. Beans, 50 
William Joyce, 50 
Daniel Borlin, 50 
John M‘Clintick, 50 
Mrs. Eliz. M‘Clintick, 50 
Miss F. M‘Clintick, 50 
Mr. James H. Miller, 50 
Robt. Gamble, jr. 50 
Robert Bailey, 50 
Mrs, Hannah Bailey, 50 
ssabella Bailey 50 
Miss Hannah Bailey, 50 
Mr. Robert Bailey, 50 
James Wallace, 50 
Miss M. A. Wallace, 50 
Frances Wallace, 50 
Mrs, Amelia Fuller, 50 
Mr. John Barr, 50 
Mrs. Mary Barr, 50 
Mr. Wm. Semple, 1 00 
Mrs. Ann Semple, 1 00 
Miss Mary C. Semple, 50 
Master J. B. Semple, 50 
Miss Ellen Semple, 50 
Master F. Semple, 50 
Mrs. Elizabeth Moore, 50 
Miss Isabella Moore, 50 
Mr. John Joyce, 50 
Mrs. Catharine Joyce, 50 
Catharine Joyce, sen. 50 
Mary Joyce, 50 
Margaret Joyce, 50 
Ann Joyce, 50 
Mr. Thomas Joyce, 50 





48 Subscribers of 50 cts. $24 00 

4 do. $1, 4 00 

This sum, probably more, will be for- 
warded, with leave of Providence, next 
Christmas. You would not wish them to 
pay it sooner, when you know that they 
are making a great effort to complete 
their place of worship. And they have, 
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on the application of the Rev. Mr. Brown, 
Agent of the American Board, already 
bought and forwarded clothing for twenty 
Indian children of the Chickasaw nation, 
in the school at Monroe. 


Report of the Rev. Thomas Barr, Mission- 
ary Agent for the Board of Missions, 
in Ohio. 

Dec. 18, 1828, Cash received at 
Mansfield $7 124 

also, 37 subscribers. 
Cash received at Mount Ver- 


non 9 00 
number of subscribers, 44. 
Dec. 21, 1828. Cash received at 
Buck Creek 12 75 
number of subscribers, 58. 
3 of one dollar, 20 of 50 
cents, 26 of 25 cents, and 
9 of 124 cents, each. 
Cash received at Urbanna 12 874 
Jan. 12, 1829. From a collection 
taken up in Dr. Wilson’s 
Church, Cincinnati 41 15 
Subscriptions 8 00 
Cash received at Dayton 22 00 
Do. at Franklin 11 874 
Subscribed at Lebanon, $ 19 
75 cents, on which was 
collected 11 50 
At Dick’s Creek subscribed 
10, collected 4 25 
Also, one dollar in tracts 
Cash received at Pisgah 15 74 
Total $ 155 60 


TWENTY-SECOND COMMUNICATION, 


Extract of a letter from Mr, John D. 
Hughes, dated Brokenstraw, Pa. Jan. 
24, 1829. 

On the 25th of December, I was met 
by Rev. Robert Rutherford, who was sent 
out by the West. Miss, Soc. and came 
here supposing that I was in New York. 
As he was only commissioned for one 
month, and therefore could not readily 
make arrangements for other vacancies, 
he remained in this county until the 17th 
inst, In the mean time, he visited the 
several congregations with acceptance, 
and I trust with profit to the people. On 
the first Sabbath of this month he admi- 
nistered the Lord’s Supper in Centre 
congregation ;* the season was solemn 
and interesting. Six young persons, who 
not long since had been running in the 
paths of iniquity, were, on examination, 
received as members of this church. Of 
these, two received baptism. Baptism 
was also administered to two infants, I 
was present, taking part in the exercises, 





* Centre congregation lies chiefly in 
Brokenstraw Township. 





Religious Intelligence. 





Mary, 


felt the occasion refreshing, and hope tlrat 
seed sown .at that time will spring up, 
and bear much fruit to the glory of God. 
A general seriousness appears now to rest 
on the people in this vicinity. And ten 
or twelve are more or less anxiously con- 
cerned for the salvation of their souls. 
Meetings held in the evenings through the 
week, as well as those on the Sabbath, 
are well attended, considering the sparse- 
ness of the population, and the diversity 
of sentiment on doctrinal points prevalent 
in this region. One difficulty in the way 
of promoting good here is, the disposition 
in some places to engage in controversy. 
This is manifest, especially in some of our 
Methodist brethren; and now threatens 
to be a means of serious injury to some 
of those, who are in a measure awake to 
a sense of their danger. 

Within the month embraced in this re- 
port, I have travelled one hundred and 
twenty miles—made thirty-two family vi- 
sits,—and preached fifteen discourses. 
Have distributed about 400 pages of re- 
ligious Tracts. (In the two preceding 
months I distributed about eleven pages, 
an item which was probably omitted in 
the report.) These tracts are eagerly pe- 
rused by many, and, I doubt not, have 
been attended with a blessing in a num- 
ber of instances. At present my stock is 
exhausted, and I know no opportunity of 
replenishing it. I have formed two Tract 
Societies, auxiliary to the Philadelphia 
Branch, under favourable auspices: one 
in Deerfield, the other in Centre congre- 
gation. 

In closing this hasty, imperfect sketch, 
your missionary would state that he con- 
tinues to meet with a kind reception. 
He meets in this destitute_and much ne- 
glected region, something to encourage 
and revive his drooping spirits, and hopes 
that in the hand of the Lord, he may be 
an instrument of good to some wandering 
soul. But he also sees many things to con- 
vince him of his weakness, want of expe- 
rience, and his great need of more know- 
ledge, wisdom and piety. He labours 
where skilful cultivation, and where the 
showers of divine grace are in a high de- 
gree needful, May your prayers still fol- 
low him. 

In performing the part of an Agent for 
the Board, I have accomplished but little. 
The plan recommended has been pro- — 
posed in Deerfield, and in Centre con- 
gregation, and well approved of. 

In Deerfield, an annual subscription of 
fifty cents was opened, and the followin 
gave their names, viz. Joseph M‘Calla, 
and Francis Tuthill, (Elders,) Samuel 
Culbertson, James Culbertson, Wm. Cul- 
bertson, Seth Hill, Samuel M‘Guire, Sa- 
muel Hunter, John Thompson, Robert 
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Thompson, Joseph Huff, George M‘Calla, 
Alex. M‘Gee, and Samuel Parshall (Post 
Master). 

These'reside within the bounds of Deer- 
field, in Deerfield Township, Warren Co. 
Penn. 

In Centre congregation, and chiefly 
within Brokenstraw Township, the fol- 
lowing gave their names as annual sub- 
scribers of fifty cents. James White and 
William White, (Elders,) Henry White, 
Benjamin Upton, James M‘Cray, Robert 
M‘Cray, Samuel M‘Cray, Alex. Wilson, 
John Ewing, Jonathan Hamilton, Paul 
Huffman, John Tuttle, Stephen Hosmar, 
Charles Boner, John Home, Arthur An- 
drews, Hugh Long, George Long, jr. 
Cyrus Norton, Garnsey Bellnap, James 
Andrews, Hugh M‘Guire, James M‘Cray, 
Samuel Moor, John Vanderhoof. 

In this part of the duty assigned me, I 
expect to effect something more, but per- 
haps of little moment while confining my- 
self to this county. Desiring that the ef- 
forts of the Board may receive the smiles 
of the Head of the Church, and request- 
ing your advice and direction in relation 
to my future labours, 

I remain, with affectionate regard, 

Yours, &c, Joun D. Hugues. 


The following is extracted from a letter of 
Mr. John B. M‘Creary, a Missionary of 
this Board, addressed to the President, 
and dated Easton, Talbot County, Md. 
Feb. 2, 1829. 


1 wish, if it is the will of the Board, a 
re-appointment to this county for six 
months—and if, my respected Father in 
Christ, I could present to your view this 
moral desolation, the thousands of immor- 
tal souls who are here perishing for lack 
of knowledge, the anxiety and eagerness 
with which the word of life is received— 
the sacrifices which have been made dur- 
ing this inclement season to hear what 
Christ has done for perishing sinners—if 
you could visit the places where we some- 
times have to meet—old school houses 
with scarcely a sound pane of glass, and 
see the poor people standing around me 
until I have been so much overcome by 
cold that I could no longer address them : 
if, I say, you could witness these and 
many other encouraging circumstances 
which I might mention to you, you would 
not, to use their own language, take from 
them, and send to others, that bread of 
life for which they are perishing. 

For some time after my arrival in Eas- 
ton, I preached in the court-house, but 
the Levy Court, who have not the fear of 
God before them, a short time since re- 
fused me the use of it any longer—this 
arbitrary measure produced a good deal 
of unpleasant feeling towards them, among 


those who are anxious to have preaching, 
and some of the more influential of the 
latter, petitioned the Legislature for per- 
mission to use the court-house as a place 
of worship; in the meantime we have 
rented the principal ball-room, which is 
the only place of sufficient dimensions that 
could be obtained; we have it seated with 
benches from an old billiard-room—light- 
ed with lamps from a masonic hall, and 
use the desk of a Universalist for a pul- 
pit; thus we are at this point of my field 
comfortably situated, and our room well 
crowded, and having obtained this van- 
tage ground from the adversary, we take 
courage and go on, believing that we have 
the presence of the Master with us to 
sanctify the place, the work, and the peo- 
ple. I mention these things, dear sir, not 
through a spirit of vain boasting, for God 
forbid that I should glory in any thing save 
in the Cross of Christ, but to show you 
and the Board, the deep interest which is 
taken in the spiritual food which you send 
to this people. 

There are two Sunday-schools and two 
prayer meetings that I attend, and I have 
two Bible classes forming, which I will 
take charge of, if 1 am re-appointed, and 
if I am not they must go down, and with 
them, three established places of worship. 
I will continue to labour here in the hope 
of a re-appointment, until I receive an 
answer from you. If you sefhd me another 
commission, let it commence with the pre- 
sent month, at which my last appointment 
terminated. 

With my most earnest prayer for your 
personal welfare, but especially for the 
prosperity of the good cause in which you 
are engaged, 

Iam, dear Sir, yours, in the bonds of 
Christian esteem, 

James B. M‘Crearry,. 


TWENTY-THIRD COMMUNICATION, 


WYALUSING. 


A report has been received from the 
Rev. Burr Baldwin, who has been labour- 
ing as a Missionary of this Board for two 
months, in Wyalusing, and its vicinity, 
Susquehanna Co, Pa, which thus con- 
cludes :-— 


“ The services of this evening close the 
term of my commission under the direc- 
tion of the Board of Missions, having la- 
boured as their Missionary two months, 
and preached during that time forty-one 
sermons, and attended six prayer meet- 
ings; have aided in forming one Tract 
and one Temperance Society. At the 
close of my Mission under your direction, 
the state of things was so encouraging at 
Wyalusing, that [ felt unwilling to leave 
the people, and therefore continued to 
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labour among them two or three Sabbaths 
longer. I had almost forgotten to mention 
that before and after my mission closed, 
I visited in Wyalusing about forty families, 
making, in all, that I have visited, about 
sixty. During my visits in Wyalusing, I 
found the consciences of a number very 
tender on the subject of religion. On the 
last Sabbath of my preaching here a col- 
lection was taken up for the Board of 
Missions, amounting to five dollars, with 
a strong encouragement that the Mission- 
ary Society in the place, auxiliary to the 
Board of Missions, would raise a consi- 
derable sum to be handed to me, or to 
the next commissioner to the General As- 
sembly, to be transmitted to your treasu- 
rer.” 


BUENOS AYRES. 


Extract from a letter of the Rev. Wm, Tor- 
rey, @ Missionary of the Board in South 
America, dated Buenos Ayres, Nov. 30, 
1828. 


“The report of the General Assembly 
I read with much interest, and hope their 
extended Missionary arrangements will 
be the means of great good both in North 
and South America, The arrangement in 
regard to furnishing this country with the 
Scriptures, which is making in Philadel- 
phia, was also exceedingly gratifying, so 
far as its genéral principles are concerned. 
I cannot gather from the data within my 
reach, suflicient information to judge of 
the wisdom of their more specific arrange- 
ments, If I may judge from some remarks 
in their address, and from the speeches of 
the Rev. Mr, Allen, in London, on the 
subject, I should doubt whether they are 
fully aware of the difficulties in the way, 
and the magnitude of the work. The 

roviding of Bibles and sending them 
vere, and distributing them by Agents in 
the different towns and villages, so that 
all that wish may buy, is but a part of the 
work. In thousands of cases, the people 
must be taught that there is such a book 
in the world, and in other thousands the 
desire to possess it, must be excited, be- 
fore it can be gratified. ‘The idea that the 
destitute millions in this country are hun- 
gering for the bread of life, and that the 
great work to be done, is to put it within 
their reach, though it may be admitted, 
for rhetorical purposes, in a public speech, 
cannot safely come into the deliberations 
of a Society or Committee who are to act 
on the subject. Such a Society should 
have constantly present the truth, that, 
though a few cases will occur in travers- 
ing the country, of readiness and anxiety 
to purchase, yet these are exceptions to 
the general rule, and not to be mistaken, 
on account of the prominence they have 


in the reports of Agents, for the rule it- 
self. The mass of the people, probably 
more than nineteen-twenticths of them, 
are dead in ignorance and indifference on 
the subject, and one of the most import- 
ant parts of an Agent’s duties here, would 
be to awaken interest and attention 
upon the subject of the Bible. To do this, 
he must be well acquainted with the lan- 
guage, and with the habits and manners 
of the people, and the peculiar difficulties 
to be encountered. With this object in 
view, a Tract has been prepared on the 
subject, and forwarded to the London 
Society for publication, containing a po- 
pular discussion of some of the most com- 
mon arguments and objections I had met 
with, in my intercourse among the people. 
1 make not these remarks for the purpose 
of discouragement, there is no ground for 
that, but to prevent the formation of ex- 
pectations, which cannot be realized, and 
would end in disappointment. I am anx- 
ious also to know whether the Philadel- 
phia Society will publish their own books 
with the Apocrypha, or purchase from 
the Am. Society. In the latter case, ad- 
ditional obstacles will be in their way, as 
the practical question here is, in many 
cases, whether the people shall have the 
Bible after the canon of the Roman church, 
or not have it at all. 

“There is, perhaps, scarcely a field in 
the world, where more depends on the 
direct blessing of God on the means em- 
ployed, than this; all the influence of 
custom and respectability, and popular 
feeling, which in many parts of our own 
country, go to sustain the institutions of 
the gospel, here go in precisely the op- 
posite direction. Hardly any thing short 
of the sanctifying grace of God, can keep 
alive the little religious interest there is 
among us, and on this grace alone can we 
depend for any increase of that interest. 
I have spoken sometimes of our pecuni- 
ary wants, and we have felt grateful for 
the aid of this description which we have 
received, yet we would deeply feel, and 
wish our Christian friends at home to feel 
also, that what we should most anxiously 
desire is, their fervent earnest prayers in 
our behalf, that God would bless his word, 
bless his ordinances, and raise up to him- 
self a people here, to his praise.” 


TWENTY-FOURTH COMMUNICATION. 
A Voice from Missouri. 


The following extracts from a letter of 
a gentleman in Missouri, dated St. Charles, 
Feb. 20th, will serve to show the deep 
anxiety of the destitute in the West, to 
enjoy the stated ministrations of the word; 
the gratitude they feel for attempts, even 
when for a time unsuccessful, to supply 
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their spiritual wants—and the nature and 
extent of the moral desolation which every 
where surround them. 

“You may rest assured, that your prompt 
attention to supply with an able minister, 
the present destitute and critical situa- 
tion of the church there, is extensively 
known and appreciated in this quarter, 
and will have its full weight in at- 
taching the churches here to the Assem- 
bly’s Board. May the Lord overrule this 
and every incident for his own glory and 
Zion’s welfare. As for us, we have just 
cause to fear, that we have been trusting 
too much to the arm of flesh, and not 
honouring as we ought the Great Shep- 
herd of the sheep.—Pray for us, that the 
Lord, in the multitude of his tender mer- 
cies, may revive his work in our hearts, 
and choose a shepherd for us according 
to his own heart, who will cheerfully come 
to us in the fulness of the blessing of the 
Gospel of Peace, to gather in and build 
up the weak and wandering sheep of the 
covenant. May the special direction and 
good will of Him that dwelt in the Bush, 
resi and remain with your Board, who, in 
the course of his providence, have been 
placed as providing, distributing, and 
guardian sentinels on the desolate walls 
of Zion.—May He open to you the two- 
leaved gates of the hearts of his children, 
especially in the rich and favoured 
churches towards the Atlantic shores— 
that they may offer freely as in the days 
of David, that the Lord’s Spiritual Tem- 
ple may be built up in these desolations 
among their brethren in the West. Then 
might we hope that the principles of 
true piety and gospel morality would 
grow and expand with the growth and 
expansion of the tide of population, per- 
petually rolling westward —it is a serious 
reflection, that a people, chiefly your bro- 
thers and sisters, and sons and daughters, 
rapidly growing into a body politic, and 
forming a character, that that character 
should not be formed without a due por- 
tion of the leaven of the gospel, otherwise 
it will be a work of ten-fold labour to re- 
deem what has been lost. It has been a pe- 
culiar trait of man in every age and nation 
to forget and forsuke the institutions of 
Heaven. There is, in fact, a peculiar ten- 
dency inal! new settlements to Jead to this 
very issue :—the thinness of the popula- 
tion, the difference of manners and cus- 
toms, the filling up and changing of the 
new settlers, the great attention, care and 
exertion necessary for some years to pro- 
vide food, and fix themselves in any thing 
like a comfortable way of living. Add to 
this, that a large proportion of the new 
settlers were, perhaps, careless infidels, 
in the midst of gospel privileges, and are 
now weil pleased that they have left be- 


Vou. VIL—Ch. Adv. 


hind, the Sabbath, and all other Christian 
institutions and restrictions—their families 
rising fast to manhood, without family 
prayers, a Bible, or perhaps education, or 
opportunity to hear a faithful gospel mi- 
nister—Look at such a population with a 
few pious families, or rather, parents scat- 
tered here and there, without gospel pri- 
vileges, or opportunity to hear a faithful 
minister for years, perhaps growing remiss 
or backsliding, the constant influence of 
their careless and profane neighbours, 
their children rising up under the same 
influences from their associates; every 
thing to contaminate, nothing vo correct. 
I need not say more; I know you will teel 
for us as Christian fathers, although you 
are not able to send us all the help we 
need. Pray for us, in these desolations, 
to the blessed Lord of the vineyard, with 
whom is the residue of the Spirit, that he 
would provide and prepare labourers to 
enter his vineyard, even such as he will 
honour amd bless, in the building up of 
the wastes of Zion. Finally, may he ena- 
ble the Assembly’s Buard to keep the 
watch tower on Zivn’s walls, as able in- 
struments in His hands, in furthering the 
glorious building, till it become that great 
temple, filliug the whole earth, and the 
face of the acep. 

“ ‘The nucleus of new churches in this 
country are chiefly comgrants from the 
middie Siates, the Carolinas, New York, 
and Penusylvania, and are Methodists, 
Baptists and Presbyterians; there are but 
few emigrants trom the eastward of the 
Hudson, Connecticut excepted, who, when 
they come here, make any profession, un- 
less it be in name that they claim to be 
Unitarians, Usiversalists, &c.—Hence all 
the churches tormed here, not Methodists 
or Baptists, have invariably been tormed 
under Presbyterian order and govern- 
ment. When Mr. Giddings, in 1818, form- 
ed the church at St. Charles, he propused 
to us congregational government. We 
told him no, we were Presbyterians, and 
wished to be formed as such. So it was 
at Bonhomme, the Mines, Apple-creek, 
Dardenne, Edwardsville, Shoal-creek, &c, 
Wherever new churches have been form. 
ed in ali these parts, they have invariably 
showed their attachment to the Presby- 
terian church; while she, instead of show. 
ing a fostering care of her weak and scat- 
tered children in the West, has of late, 
in a great measure, abandoned them to 
the care of their congregational brethren; 
and surely it becomes us with gratitude 
to acknowledge their kind regard for our 
spiritual welfare ; and also, that they did 
not send tieir Missionaries for 3, 6 or 9 
months, but to locate themselves, to stay 
and build up these desolations in the wil- 
derness. Yet while we would thank them 
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and bless them for their pious regard of 
us, we would much prefer young men 
from our own schools, under the imme- 
diate inspection and direction of our own 
church, acquainted with her manners and 
customs, and firmly attached to her doc- 
trines and polity. 

Is it so that we in these desolations of 
Zion, may pray, and plead, and cry in 
vain? When we hear your report of the 
extensive calls for ministers, and your ina- 
bility to supply these calls, we are ready 
to faint and cry out, we have no hope.— 
Mr. ——— has deserted us in our need ; 
yet we will not despond, but hope and 
trust in the Lord’s mercies, that he will 
enable you to send one of his own choos- 
ing to break to us the bread of life, in this 
important station. Missionaries to such a 
country as ours, ought, in a special sense, 
to be able, godly ministers. It is of great 
consequence that they who lay founda- 
tions should be able, wise master-build- 
ers. Neither will it be of advantage for 
4 missionary to come to these desolations 
to prepare the soil and plant a crop, and 
not stay to cultivate the seed sown; for 
before another may come to fill his place 
in the vineyard, the fences may be bro- 
ken down, the crop choked with weeds, 
trodden down and eaten up by beasts of 


prey.” 


BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE GENE- 
RAL ASSEMBLY. 


Office of the Board of Education, 
No. 144 South Second st. Phila. 


CIRCULAR. 


To the Ministers and Elders of the Presby- 
terian Church, and to the Friends of 
Education generally. 


Very dear Friends and Brethren, 

As the authorized representatives of the 
Board of Education of the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, we 
have taken the liberty of addressing you, 
on a subject deeply interesting to our 
feelings, and involving, in no ordinary de- 
gree, the spiritual well-being of the Pres- 
byterian Church. It has hitherto been a 
source of heart-felt regret to the Board, 
that their ability has been so restricted, 
and their success so incommensurate with 
the wants of an extended and rapidly in- 
creasing Church. Persuaded in their own 
minds, however, that the Institution over 
which they preside, may be rendered ef- 
ficient in preserving the succession and 
promoting the increase of the Christian 
Ministry, their sense of duty forbids them 
any longer to retain a mere nominal ex- 


Mary, 


istence ; and they have accordingly deter- 
mined to modify their plan, and make 
their appeal to the Presbyterian Church 
for that countenance and support, which, 
if A ret | afforded, will invigorate their 
efforts, and enable them to assume a com- 
manding attitude. Experience has de- 
monstrated, that e Boards, in which 
the responsibility is much divided, are 
not calculated to conduct the details of 
business; and in accordance with this 
view, the Board of Education have select- 
ed the undersigned as their Executive 
Commitiee, who, in connexion with a Ge- 
neral Agent, and such subordinate agents 
as may be commissioned, have resolved 
to devote much of their time and prayer- 
ful attention to the objects of their appoint- 
ment. This measure is recommended by 
its success in other institutions, and more 
particularly. by the happy results of its 
recent adoption in the Board of Missions ; 
and it is fondly hoped, that in the present 
case, it will succeed in securing for the 
Board of Education the attention and con- 
fidence of all friends to the Presbyterian 
Church. Indeed they consider themselves 
as possessing peculiar and very forcible 
claims upon the affectionate co-operation 
of all such, as they are, in fact, the only 
regularly constituted organ of the Su- 
preme Judicatory of that Church, on the 
subject of educating indigent young men 
for the ministry. 

The object is one which has intrinsic 
claims upon Christian benevolence; and 
the candid and conscientious, who have 
examined it in all its important bearings, 
will not be deterred from promoting it, 
by the trite objections of its —— 

Human learning is a powerful auxiliary 
to the Christian Minister; but this is to 
be acquired only at a cost which far trans- 
cends the resources of many, who, being 
called by the Spirit, and of unquestiona- 
ble piety, are ready to devote their talents 
to the Church, whenever they shall enjoy 
the means of bringing those talents under 
ty ow cultivation. To prepare the way 
ur such men to go forth and proclaim 
the gospel, will be the anxious endeavour 
of the Executive Committee ; and whilst 
they disclaim an exclusive or proscriptive 
spirit, they will select and educate those 
who will enter the ministry of the Presby- 
terian Church from decided preference, 
and with the strongest attachments for its 
doctrines and discipline. They do not, 
as they conceive, infringe any law of cha- 
rity, or incur any just reproach of bigotry, 
when they express their partiality and 
veneration for the standards of the church 
with which they are connected, and their 
special solicitude to preserve its purity, 
extend its limits, and perpetuate its ex- 
istence under its present excellent form. 
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To them it appears highly important 
that the Church, under whatever modifi- 
cations it may subsist, should appear as 
the guardian of its own purity, and not 
entrust the education of a large portion 
of its ministry to associations which are 
subject to no ecclesiastical control. This 
appears to have been the view of the 
General Assembly in the act by which the 
Board of Education was organized, and it 
will commend itself to the good sense of 
the reflecting ; and it will readily be seen 
that the encouragement of this Board is 
absolutely indispensable to perfect the 
system by which the Presbyterian Church 
is to become efficient in spreading the 
Gospel, It is to be a co-worker with the 
Board of Missions; providing for it such 
Missionaries, as may be commissioned 
without hazard to the cause of truth in 
ge"eral, and to the interests of Presbyte- 
rianism in particular. 

In preparing this circular, the Execu- 
tive Committee have anticipated that an 
impression will be made on the minds of 
their brethren favourable to their design; 
and whilst they request from all to whom 
it may be transmitted, a prayerful conside- 
ration of its purport, they are willing to 
believe that the object of their appeal 
will be secured, and that hereafter the 
beneficiaries of the Presbyterian Church 
will not be compelled to have recourse to 
foreign aid for their education. Large pe- 
cuniary resources will be necessary to give 
effect to the proceedings of the Commit- 
tee, and they pledge themselves to the 
extent of their ability, to make a discri- 
minative and economical distribution of 
the charities of the church which may be 
entrusted to them. 

And now, dear brethren, shall these 
hopes be frustrated? Shall not your love 
for the Gospel and your attachment for 
that denomination under which you have 
professed Christianity, give an energy to 
your exertions in this most Christian en- 
terprise, which will be felt and acknow- 
ledged in the remotest parts of our coun- 
try? Shall no sympathy be awakened for 
those spiritual desolations which have 
never been cheered by the voice of a 
Christian minister, and where ignorance 
and ungodliness have never experienced 
the salutary restraints of the gospel ? Con- 
sider the unparalleled increase of popu- 
lation in our country—the inadequacy of 
the means now in operation for supplying 
this increase with the ordinances of reli- 


gion, and reflect upon the sad conse- 
quences which must inevitably ensue to 
civil and religious liberty from the demo- 
ralization of this multitude, through a de- 
ficiency of religious institutions; and ask 
your hearts if it be not your duty and pri- 
vilege to contribute your aid to send the 
gospel to every creature? Alas! none of 
us can say we have done what we could; 
the Lord our Saviour has not been ho- 
noured with that liberal measure of ser- 
vice, which gratitude for redemption and 
the wants of his Church have manifestly 
demanded. The opportunity, however, 
is still afforded, and we may yet redeem 
the time by obedience to the divine max- 
im, “ whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, 
do it with thy might.” 
Ezna S. Ety, 
Joun STILLE, 
Joun M‘MurLIN, 
ALFx, Henry, 
Wm. M. EnNGtes, 
Faecutive Committec. 


The Executive Committee would ear- 
nestly request their friends to exert them- 
selves in the collection of funds by one 
of the following methods. 

1. By donations. 

2. By the subscriptions of wealthy and 
liberal individuals of 100 or 50 dollars per 
year, for a specified term of years, or as 
long as they may find it convenient.* 

3. By the formation of Congregation- 
al Associations under the direction of 
sessions, in which the subscription shall 
be from 25 to 50 cents per annum, or any 
larger sum. 

4. By the founding of scholarships by 
individuals or congregations, at the rate of 
$100 per year for each beneficiary; in 
which case the founder of the scholarship 
shall enjoy the right of selecting the in- 
cumbent, subject to the approval of the 
Executive Committee. 

N. B. All communications to be ad- 
dressed to Rev. E. 8. Ely, D. D., No. 144, 
South Second street. 





* The following persons having engaged 
to pay for the use of this Board 100 dol- 
lars a year for ten successive years, pro- 
vided fifty persons can be procured who 
will do the same; viz. Rev. E. S. Ely, 
D.D.; Rev. J.J. Janeway, D. D.; Daniel 
Montgomery, of Danville, Pa.; Alexander 
Henry, John Stille, Robert Ralston, and 
Solomon Allen. 


—— 

The Treasurer of the Trustees of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church ac- 
knowledges the receipt of the following sums for their Theologica: Seminary at Prince- 
ton, N. J. during the month of April last, viz. 


@f Thomas M. T. M‘Kennan, Esq. the second payment on account of the 


sale of the land given by the Rev. Willia 


fund, . 2 





m M‘Millan, for the contingent 
a rt : ; - $100 00 
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Brought over $100 00 
Of Rev. John W. Scott, a quarter’s rent, - . ° ° ° 87 50 
Of Mr John M*Mullin, Sixth Presbyterian Church - - - 20 00 
Of Rev. Samuel Lawrence, per Rev. Samuel B. How, Greenwich, - 5 00 
Amount received for the contingent fund, $ 212 50 
Of Rev. Dr. E. S. Ely, from members of Providence Church, in Muhlen- 
berg County, N. C. for the southern professorship, - : - 40 00 
Total received for the Seminary, - - $252 50 
Received also for the Board of Missions, viz. 
Of Rev. J. T. Russell, from Miss Jane Dunlap, Treasurer of the Female 
Missionary Society of Doylestown, - - - - - 
Of Rev. Charles Hyde, fifty cent subscriptions in ditto, — - - - 
Of Rev. Dr. E. S. Ely, for Digests and Minutes sold by him, - - 
Of Alexander Henry, Esq. Monthly Concert collection in Second Presby- 
terian Church, - - : . . . ° ° 
Of Rev. J. T. Russell, from Mr. John M*Mullin, Monthly Concert collec; 
tion in Sixth Presbyterian Church, - - - $7 01 
Donation from ew Shilow, Gibson Co. Ten. per Rev. Mr. Hodge, 5 00 
Subscriptions in Germantown, per Rev. R. B, Campfield, - 5§ 50 
Froin a triend in Abington, per ditto, : - - - 0 50 
Annual Subscriptions in New Castle congregation, per Dr. Cooper, 21 00 
Balance on the Subscription List of the Eighth Presbyterian 
Church, - - - - ° : - - 72 56 
111 57 
Of ditto, the Subscriptions of Robert Ralston, Alexander Henry, Solomon 
Allen, and Joseph P. Engles, Esquires, each § 100, - - ~ 400 00 
Of Rev. Samuel Lawrence, per Rev. Samuel B. How, Greenwich, - 7 00 
Of Rev. Ethan Osborn, per ditto, Fairfield, - - : - 5 00 
Of Kev. William Latta, per Rev. Joseph Sanford, Great Valley, - - 16 50 
From the Female Missionary Society in ditto, —- . 21 00 


Of Rev. J. T. Russell, per Rev. Dr. E. S. Ely, collected by Rev. Mr. 


Perkins, - ° ° ° - 99 12 


Amount received for the Board of Missions, $794 64 








Diet of Publich Affairs. 


EUROPE. 


At the time we write, the latest intelligence which has reached this country from 
Europe, is from London, of the date of the 23d of March, and from Hamburg, of the 
27th of the same month. ' 


Brrrais.—Seldom, if ever before, has a domestick occurrence produced so much 
excitement in the whole population of England, Scotland, and Ireland, as that which 
has recently been occasioned by the publick avowal on the part of the government, 
of iis disposition to grant the Catholick claims. It appears that the King and his 
ministry are decidedly in favour of this measure. Mr. Peel, who has heretofore been 
openly and actively hostile to any further concessions to the Catholicks, has changed 
his opinion, and become their warmest advocate. In concert with the Premier, the 
Duke of Wellington, he arranged the whole plan of the changes contemplated, before 
the meeting of Parliament, and announced the change of his sentiments to the Uni- 
versity of Oxford, and resigned his seat in the national legislature, as their represent- 
ative. On a new election, his rival, Sir Robert Inglis, obtained a decided majority over 
him, but he still went forward, as one of the ministers of the crown. He brought the 
projected plan before the Commons, on the 5th of March, explained its nature and 
probable effects, and stated, with great apparent frankness, the reasons which had 
influenced him, at the expense both of private friendship and publick trust, to change 
his former sentiments on this important question, and to take the course he was 
then pursuing. He was frequently interrupted by the cheering of the members, and 
on the following evening, the 6th of March, the resolution which he submitted was 
carried by the overwhelming majority of 188 votes—for the resolution, 348, against it, 
160. The resolution went to the bringing in of two bills, one for repealing all the acts 
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against the Roman Catholicks, and specifying their future privileges; the other for raising 
the pecuniary qualification for the elective franchise of freeholders in Ireland, from forty 
shillings to ten pounds, Mr. Peel’s speech on this occasion, continued for four hours; 
and to such perfection is stenography and printing carried in London, that in less 
than an hour afier he finished, a complete copy, from the press, was put into his 
hands, while yet in the house. We have carefully perused the whole of this speech. 
it is certainly able and convincing; but it is heavy in the reading, and far inferior in 
perspicuity and point, and indeed in every other attribute of a masterly speech, to that 
of Mr. Cook in the Synod of Ulster, the conclusion of which is inserted in our pre- 
sent number. 
On the 17th and 18th of March, when the second reading of what was now deno- 
minated The Catholick Relief Bill, was moved by Mr. Peel, a very animated and pro- 
tracted debate took place. The King’s attorney general came out against the bill, in 
a speech of great length and great acrimony. He doubted whether he could consider 
himself as the King’s attorney general or not; as it was known by the speech from the 
throne, as well as from the ministry in Parliament, that his Majesty was in favour of the 
bill. But he avowed his opposition, be the consequences what they might, to the 
whole of “ this atrocious bill.” He declared that he had refused to draft it, and that 
he should consider himseif as having violated his official oath, if he had penned a sin- 
gle line of it; and he broadly intimated that, in his judgment, the King would violate 
his coronation oath, if he should approve the bill. The applause of the attorney gene- 
ral, by his side of the house, at the close of his speech, was long and loud; and when 
Mr. Peel rose to reply, the cheering of his party chimed in with that of their oppo- 
nents, so that for some time the respondent could not proceed; and the house of 
Parliament must have very much resembled what takes place when two of our _ 
posing street mobs happen to meet and Aurra, one for Adams, and the other for Jac 
son. We hope that this Aurraing, or cheering, (c’est le meme chose,) will always be con- 
fined to our streets, if it must exist any where, and never be admitted into our halls 
of legislation. It is a disgrace to any grave assembly. The Catholick relief bill was 
carried far the second reading, by a majority of 180—Ayes, 353—Noes, 173. The 
next evening, the second reading of the elective franchise bill was carried by a major- 
ity of 206—Ayes, 222—Noes, 16. The noted Mr. Huskisson refused to give any vote 
on this bill. Yhere is not a Goubt that both these bills will be carried most trum- 
phantly through the Commons House of Parliament. We believe they will also pass, 
though with great opposition, the House of Lords. In that house the Duke of Wel- 
lington has already defended the first with considerable ability, and explicitly declared 
that it has the cordial approbation of the King. The Duke, doubtless, understands 
fighting better than debating; but his talents seem to be versatile, and he appears 
wih great advantage as a statesman, as well as a warrior. We extremely regret that 
he has lent his example to countenance the detestable and murderous practice of duel- 
ling. It appears that the Earl of Winchelsea and Nottingham addressed a note on 
the 14th of March, to the Secretary of the Committee for establishing the King’s Col- 
lege, London, and caused it to be published, in which he charges the Duke with 
having played the hypocrite, in a speech which he made about a year ago, in rela- 
tion to this college, and in which he spoke with earnestness in favour of religion, and 
of the English established church. He did this, says the Earl, that “ he might the 
more effectually, under the cloak of some outward show of zeal for the Protestant 
religion, carry on his insidious designs for the infringement of our liberties, and the 
introduction of Popery into every department of the state.” This certainly was a high 
charge, and deserved to be noticed; and if the Duke had prosecuted the Earl for 
slander, he would probably have recovered some fifty or a hundred thousand pounds 
sterling, which he might have presented to the languishing funds of King’s College; 
and surely no one would have imputed this proceeding to cowardice, in the Duke of 
Wellington. But, no—nothing but a duel could settle this affair of honour. The 
Earl appears to have been sensible, before he fought the Duke, that he had done 
wrong; for he carried in his pocket his written acknowledgment to this effect, when 
he went to the combat. He received the Duke’s fire, and narrowly escaped with his life ; 
the ball discharged at him having struck the lappel of his coat. Then he fired his pis- 
tol in the air, drew out his written acknowledgment, and sent it by his second to the 
Duke, who accepted it as sufficient, and thus the matter ended.—What a contempti- 
ble farce!! If schoolboys should thus egregiously and wickedly play the fool, they 
would receive both scorn and chastisement. The Duke of Wellington forgot that in 
fighting this duel, he gave far greater evidence that he had no sincere regard to reli. 
gion, than was to be derived from the Earl of Winchelsea’s charge, although he had 
never retracted it.—A rush, indeed, for the religion of any duellist! 
Meetings have taken place in Scotland, to express their approbation of the deter. 

mination of the British ministry to remove the disabilities of the Catholicks. At one 
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of these in Edinburgh, Dr. Chalmers is stated to have made a speech which outdid 
all his former outdoings. He considered the subject, however, only under its reli- 
gious aspect, and endeavoured to show—and from what we have seen of his speech 
we think he did show most conclusively—that the abominations of Popery will be 
met and corrected with unspeakably greater advantage and effect, when the State 
abstains from persecution, than they ever were, or could be, while that persecution 
lasted. The bill in question places the Roman Catholics, in regard to civil rights and 
privileges, entirely on equal ground with the Protestants, saving only some provi- 
sions intended to secure the Protestant succession to the crown, and the claims of the 
established church, The Jesuits are to be registered, and no accession to the number 
now in the kingdom is to be permitted. 

We have allowed ourselves to go into more than usual detail on this subject, because 
it accords with the nature of our work, and because we thought it would be gratify- 
ing to those of our readers—and we understand they are not a few—who seldom pe- 
ruse secular newspapers. For ourselves, we sincerely rejoice in the prospect that 
the Papists in Britain are hereafter to be free from persecution. We rejoice in it 
because we think that all persecution for religious opinions is wrong in itself, and 
directly hostile to the entire spirit of the Gospel: and we rejoice in it too, because 
we firmly believe, with Dr. Chalmers, that the errors of Popery will be combatted 
with tenfold effect, when those who hold them are not led to defend them as a mat- 
ter of pride, and from a spirit of resistance to a force to which it would be cowardly 
and disgraceful to yield, and from dreadig the imputation of being influenced, in 
changing their religion, by a regard to worldly emolument. True Christianity has 
always best retained its purity, and flourished most, when worldly power and policy 
have had nothing to do with it. The infidels of our country are trying to propagate 
an opinion that the church to which we belong is seeking to obtain a secular establish- 
ment. But we can tell them, and all who have been so far misled as to believe them, that 
if such an establishment were offered to our church, we should consider its acceptance 
as the greatest calamity and curse that could befall her.—Yes, and we solemnly believe 
our church would spurn any such offer with the utmost abhorrence, convinced that 
its acceptance would work her ruin instead of advancing her interest. We shall risk 
being thought to assume unduly, so far as to say, that from age and good means of 
observation, we know as much of the Presbyterian Church as any other indivi- 
dual in it, or out of it; and we explicitly and unequivocally declare, that we do not 
know of an individual in this church who wishes that the State should do more for 
her than for any other church in the land; nor do more for any, or all, than consists 
in protecting the rights of conscience, and not infringing those sacred institutions 
which are equally beneficial to all denominations, and essential to the preservation of 
civil liberty, and the happiness and prosperity of the whole community. 

Since writing the above, an arrival from London brings intelligence to the 31st of 
March, It states that “the Roman Catholick Relief Bill was taken up on the third 
reading in the House of Commons on the 30th, and after a long sed warm debate, 
was passed by a vote of 320 to 142—majority, 178, and sent to the House of Lords 
for concurrence.—The Irish forty shillings Disfranchisement Bill was also read a 
third time, and passed.” 


France is tranquil; the speech of the Monarch at the late opening of the Legislative 
Chambers, is ere lauded, and the measures he recommended are, we suppose, likely 
to be adopted. Among other things the King promised to punish the Algerines; and 
it is now stated that he is making arrangements with other European courts, especially 
with England, to obtain the consent of the Grand Turk to suppress all the Barbary 
powers —Time only can show how this will eventuate. We were glad to observe an 
article in the publick papers, saying that all the private theatres in Paris are sup- 
pressed by authority, on account of their unfriendly influence on morals. Such is 
notoriously the influence of ai/ theatres, both publick and private, and it were well 
for the world if they were all closed, and never again to be opened. 


Sraiw.—Cadiz, by a decree of the King, is declared to be a free port; and the 
inhabitants, as an expression of gratitude, have agreed to present to their monarch, 
what he very much needed, a large sum of money, as an acknowledgment for the 
boon. 


Portveat is still subject to the tyranny and oppression of the usurper Don Miguel; 
whose sanguinary thirst seems to be insatiable. The country, however, is not quiet, 
and Don Pedro, it is said, is determined yet to make good his claim to the European 
possessions of his ancestors. 


Rouzt.—Pope Leo XII. has paid the debt of nature. The Cardinals, at the last ac- 
counts, were in conclave, but no election of a successor to Leo had been made. As 
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usual, the courts of Austria and France were intriguing, each for its favourite candidate 
—a Pope who shall favour the nation that secured his election. What sort of infallibility 
in spiritual concern must that be, which is obtained in this manner! Some insurrec- 
tionary movements in Rome are announced as having occurred on the death of the late 
Pontiff, but they were easily put down. 


Gurrce is slowly advancing to order, and, we hope, to happiness; but we have 
nothing of much interest to report, that could be esteemed novel. Education is encou- 
raged; many captives, carried away by the Turks, have returned; piracy is nearly at 
an end; and there appears at present, a real disposition in the Allied Powers to 
render Greece an independent country. 


Russia, it appears, is fully bent on prosecuting the war against Turkey; and a 
treaty is said to have been negotiated with Prussia, not merely for neutrality, but for 
aid, to the amount of some twenty or thirty thousand troops, if they shall be needed. 
Two Turkish fortresses, of considerable importance, have been compelled to capitu- 
late during the winter; a Turkish flotilla has also been captured, and some other ad- 
vantages have been obtained on the shores of the Black Sea. Count Wittgenstein, at 
his own request, and, as he states, solely on account of his advanced age, has 
resigned the chief command of the army employed against the Turks. He published 
his farewell address at his head quarters, at Jassy, on the 27th of February. He tells 
his fellow soldiers that he had served in the Russian armies forty years, extols their 
bravery, speaks highly of the services rendered and the conquests made in the last 
campaign, and recommends his successor to their confidence and support. That suc- 
cessor, Count Diebitsch, published his address on the same day. He speaks in warm 
commendatory language of his predecessor, remarks of himself that he had been 
“brought up in the ranks” of the Russian army, and in reference to the chief com- 
mand, says —“ I feel the importance of this trust, and hope to execute it successfully, 
with the aid of Divine Providence.” He concludes his address in these words:— 
“* May God aid us, and we will then prove that nothing is impossible to the brave sol- 
diers of the Russian army, when that army is contending for the faith, the Emperor, 
and the country.” Whence does it happen that the Russian generals, and monarchs 
too, more frequently and explicitly acknowledge their dependence on the God of 
Providence, than any others of whom we have knowledge? Is the marked success of 
the Russian arms attributable, in any measure, to this? We leave these questions for 
the consideration of our readers, 


Turxer.—The Sultan perseveres in preparing for war, with the utmost activity and 
energy; and yet we gather from what transpires, that he is really alarmed at his situ- 
ation, and desirous of peace, if he could obtain it without making sacrifices wounding 
to his pride, and perbaps hazardous te his throne and his life. The Russians seem 
likely to succeed in cutting off supplies of provisions to Constantinople, by water 
conveyance. It is said that a severe scarcity is already experienced; and as not only 
the capital, but other towns and regions of the Turkish Empire in Europe, have here- 
tofore been dependent on foreign supplies, especially on the bread stuffs that came 
from Egypt and the Crimea, if these sources fail, as it seems probable at present that 
they will, the suffering must be intense, and at length intolerable. A bloody conflict, 
however, seems unavoidable in the opening campaign, and He who ruleth in the 
heavens alone knows how he will award the issue. 


From Asta and Arrica we have, at present, no communications to make. 


AMERICA, 


Buenos Ayres.—The civil war which is now carried on in the United Provinces, of 
which Buenos Ayres is considered as the chief, is occasioned by a difference of opi- 
nion in regard to the form of government. Heretofore the system established has 
been, like our own, a federal government. To this form the present dominant party 
in Buenos Ayres, of which General Lavalle is the head, are decisively opposed. It is 
maintained that one and the same government ought to be extended over all the pro- 
vinces ;—that there should be but one legislative body, and one set of executive officers, 
for the whole. Lavalle is triumphant in Buenos Ayres, which is represented as tranquil 
since the death of the late governor Dorrego, mentioned in our last number. Some of 
the other provinces, however, particularly Santa Fe, are decidedly opposed to the Uni- 
tarians, as the party of Lavalle are denominated. Lopez is the governor of Santa Fe, 
and the opponent of Lavalle The latter, however, seems likely to prevail, and we fear, 
from his proceeding in the case of Dorrego, that he is a man of blood. Some overtures 
for negotiation have been made, but it is to be apprehended that the sword alone 
will — the controversy.—The paper currency of Buenos Ayres is greatly depre- 
ciated, 
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Brazir.—Fhe Emperor Don Pedro has the prospect of a war with Portugal, for 
which he seems but badly prepared. His finances are very low, occasioned, it is said, 
not only by his late war with Buenos Ayres, but chiefly by the exportation of the pre- 
cious metals, in carrying on the horrible slave trade. The number of slaves brought 
from Africa has nearly doubled within a few years—in 1828 it amounted to forty-four 
thousand. Willa just God award prosperity to such a nation as this! 


Cotomara.—The Gaceta de Cartagena of the 22d of March, says: “ We have 
the satisfaction to state that Colombia is perfectly tranquil, and that there is nothing 
now to apprehend from internal enemies, The province of Pasto is entirely under 
the protection of the Liberator; and according to letters from Bogota, even Obando 
had repented and followed the commissioners of the Liberator, who were charged 
with settling the terms of pardon granted in Popayan to the revolutionists. Every 
body has yielded to the generosity of the Liberator, and Colombia now exists by her 
magnanimity, wisdom and prudence, and by her constant watchfulness.” 

The same paper of the 8th, says, that official information had at length been received 
from Bolivia and the South of Peru, that the inhabitants had come out openly against 
the faction directed by Gen. Lamar, and that peace would be the inevitable conse- 
quence, 

We learn that Gen. Santander still remained in confinement at Boca Chica. 

The foregoing article, containing the most recent intelligence from Colombia, is 
from a New York paper of the 16th of April. 


Mexico.—We extract the following article from Poulson’s American Daily Adver- 
tiser, of the 28th of April.—* The British Packet Skylark, sailed from Vera Cruz on 
the 8th of March, bound to England, having on board Gomez Pedraza, who was re- 
cently elected President of the Republick of Mexico, but had been compelled to leave 
the country, by Gen. Guerrero. He had leave of absence for four years, the sum of 
$ 40,000 was given to him, and he is to be entitled to pay as commander of four regi- 
ments of cavalry. The day after Pedraza’s leaving the country, Gen, St. Anna entered 
Vera Cruz, amid the shouts of the multitude, Com. Porter was invited to meet him, 
but refused, giving as a reason that St. Anna had been declared an outlaw, and until 
that law was annulled, he must look upon him as an outlaw. Vera Cruz was healthy 
on the 23d March.” 


Unirep Srates.—Every look which we cast toward the southern part of our conti- 
nent, or indeed on the world at large, is calculated to impress our minds with a grate- 
ful sense of the Divine goodness to our favoured land. Where do we find another 
—_ enjoying, in an equal degree with ourselves, the blessings of civil and religious 

iberty, domestick peace and quiet, an abundance of the fruits of the earth, a healthful 

climate, and all the means and opportunities that can reasonably be desired for agri- 
cultural, commercial, and mechanical improvement and enterprise, and for advance- 
ment in useful knowledge of every kind. Take the aggregate of these a and 
compare it with that to which any other people can lay glaim, and our decided supe- 
riority must at once be admitted. Do we say this for the purpose of boasting? We 
say it for the purpose of producing shame and humiliation before God, for our base 
ingratitude to him as a nation. While he has thus distinguished us by his goodness, 
we have in certain respects distinguished ourselves by our sins—by sins which raise a 
fearful cry to heaven against us as a people—Slavery, Intemperance, and Sabbath 
breaking, are among the abominations to which we particularly refer, We do not 
say that any one of these is as yet carried to as great an extent among us, as it is in 
some other states. But we do say, that considering the light and privileges against 
which these sins with us are committed, our guilt in the commission, however less in 
quantity, so to speak, is awfully aggravated, and hes upon our nation with greater 
weight, we fear, than that, proceeding from the same causes, which burdens any other 
nation under heaven. The vices we have mentioned, with many others, are cherished by 
a large part of our population, and some of them are openly defended, Sabbath break- 
ing, especially, is in the strictest sense a national sin, because it is not only allowed, 
but enjoined, by the national legislature. In these circumstances, it is some relief to 
the minds of the pious and reflecting, to observe the exertions that are making by co- 
lonization societies, temperance societies, and associations for promoting the better 
observance of the Sabbath, to correct the evils to which we have referred. Let the 
friends of these institutions know, that they are labouring to save their country, as 
well as to serve their God. Let them know that they are acting both as patriots and 
as Christians. Let nothing discourage or dishearten them. Let them unite, and la- 
bour, and pray; and then they will have reason to hope that, under the Divine bless- 
ing, the population of this heaven favoured land will be turned to the Lord, and his 
displeasure be turned away from them. 





